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Wow!	100	years,	what	a	great	achievement!	I	hope	that	you	enjoy	reading	
through	this	history	from	the	last	100	years	and	that	for	many	it	will	bring	
to	 life	 the	 incredible	 numbers	 of	 young	 people	who	 have	 at	 some	 time	
passed	 through	 2nd	 Mortlake.	 It	 has	 been	 mainly	 down	 to	 our	 amazing	
leaders,	brilliant	supporters	and	friends	to	make	it	all	possible,	all	selflessly	
volunteering	 their	 valuable	 time	over	 the	decades	 for	 the	benefit	 of	 the	
Group.	

Many	thanks	to	Peter	Stanford,	a	former	Cub	with	us	and	Edward	de	Waal,	
the	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Executive	 Committee,	 who	 compiled	 and	 updated	
this	booklet	to	mark	the	Centenary	of	2nd	Mortlake.	The	memories	written	
by	John	Ellis	and	Michael	Eagle	(both	former	Assistant	Scout	Leaders)	are	
from	 the	 time	 I	 was	 enjoying	my	 time	 in	 the	 Scout	 Troop.	 Both	 John	&	
Michael	previously	passed	through	the	Group	as	young	members	as	well	
as	continuing	to	be	long	standing	supporters	and	friends	of	this	incredible	
organisation.	They	both	also	held	senior	roles	 in	other	Scout	Groups	and	
Districts.	Also	 thanks	 to	Richard	Dunsford,	 a	member	of	 the	Group	 from	
1966-1972,	 for	 his	 enjoyable	 memories	 from	 this	 period	 and	 the	
accompanying	photos	and	also	to	Mike	Thompson	for	his	recollections	of	
the	2000s.	

The	Group	is	currently	thriving	and	we	are	looking	forward	to	the	next	few	
years	 from	 a	 position	 of	 strength.	We	 have	 plans	 to	 ensure	 that	 all	 our	
Beavers,	Cubs	&	Scouts	 learn	new	skills	 and	have	 fun	and	adventures	as	
part	of	the	Scouts.	

	

Keith	Wincott	

Group	Scout	Leader	

June	2019	

	 	



	 3	

Contents	

	

1) I	saw	the	start	 	 	 	 	 	 	 4	

2) 2nd	Mortlake	is	One	Hundred	Years	Old	 	 	 	 5	

3) Memories	of		2nd	Mortlake		
by	John	Ellis,	Mike	Eagle	and	Richard	Dunsford	 	 													12																																																					

4) Photographs	 	 	 	 	 	 													31	

5) Timeline	 	 	 	 	 	 	 													38	

6) 2nd	Mortlake	Motto	&	Song		 	 	 	 													54	

7) 2nd	Mortlake	Group	Scout	Leaders	 	 	 	 													54	

8) Members	of	the	Group	2019	 	 	 	 													55	

	 	



	 4	

	

Reproduced	from	“Twenty-one	Years	Scouting	in	The	2nd	Mortlake	Group”	
–	Group	history	published	June	1940.	
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2nd	Mortlake	is	One	Hundred	Years	Old	

No	one	alive	now	remembers	the	founding	of	the	Troop.		In	the	first	
history	of	2nd	Mortlake	published	 in	1940,	 the	opening	page,	 reproduced	
above,	 was	 a	 first-hand	 account	 of	 the	 foundation	 written	 by	 The	
Reverend	 H.W.	 Benson.	 	 The	 second	 history,	 to	 mark	 fifty	 years	 of	 2nd	
Mortlake	was	written	by	 J.	Allan,	who	had	 joined	as	a	 cub	 in	1919.	 	The	
third	history	to	mark	seventy-five	years	in	1994	and	this	current	one	were	
both	compiled	by	people	who	were	born	in	the	1960s.	

Some	people	wonder,	by	the	way,	why	the	shortened	form	of	“2nd		
Mortlake”	is	not	“2MO”,	but	“2ME”.	 	The	reason	is	that	 if	the	base	has	a	
single	 name,	 as	 in	 “Mortlake”,	 it	 is	 Scout	 policy	 to	 use	 the	 first	 and	 last	
letters	 of	 the	 area’s	 name	 as	 the	 official	 abbreviation.	 	 Places	 with	 two	
words	in	their	name	are	known	by	their	initials,	so	1st	East	Sheen	is	known	
as	“1ES”.	

Times	move	on,	and	people	who	were	 inextricably	associated	with	
the	Group	retire,	and	become	no	more	than	names	on	a	list	and	photos	on	
the	wall.	They	are	replaced	by	new	individuals	who	join	a	few	years	later.		
People	 such	 as	 “Skipper”	Marsh,	 “Jarvo”,	 Ron	 Golding,	 and	 Ted	 Garnett	
who	were	 all	 THE	 face	 of	 2nd	Mortlake	 for	 generations	 of	 boys	 have	 all	
been	 superceded,	 but	 still	 2ME	 continues	 to	 deliver	 a	 fantastic	 Scouting	
experience	 for	 its	 young	 members.	 	 Even	 current	 leaders	 such	 as	 Keith	
Wincott	and	Peter	Franks	–	who	between	them	have	been	connected	with	
2nd	Mortlake	for	128	years	(!)	–	will	one	day	be	no	more	than	names	to	the	
longest-serving	members	of	2	ME	at	some	distant	time	in	the	future.	

Obviously,	when	an	organisation	 is	 for	 the	benefit	of	 the	young,	 it	
must	be	changing	all	the	time.	The	values	and	standards	of	one	generation	
may	not	be	those	of	the	next.		We	may	not	have	“Church	Parade”	on	the	
third	 Sunday	 of	 each	 month,	 the	 march	 to	 the	 church	 led	 by	 the	 2nd	
Mortlake	Fife	and	Drum	band,	but	no-one	can	doubt	that	every	generation	
of	Cubs	and	Scouts	do	their	best	as	they	see	it.	
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In	 the	 early	 days,	 the	 cubs	 would	 meet	 on	 Thursdays	 and	 have	
handicraft	 sessions	 at	which,	 using	wood,	 raffia	 and	 canvas,	 they	would	
make	 shopping	bags,	purses	and	 cushion	 covers.	 	 They	were	also	 taught	
boxing	and	gymnastics.		There	were	a	wide	variety	of	skills	to	be	acquired	
in	order	 to	win	 the	 famous	Scout	badges.	 	 To	win	 the	Mason	badge,	 for	
instance,	the	Scout	had	to	lay	at	least	four	courses	of	a	straight	wall	with	a	
corner,	 in	addition	to	the	foundation	and	damp	course.	 	Other	badges	to	
be	 won	 when	 2nd	 Mortlake	 was	 founded	 included	 Poultry	 Farmer,	
Horseman	 and	 Bee	 Farmer.	 	 Some	 badges	 move	 with	 the	 times.	 	 For	
example	when	2nd	Mortlake	began,	to	obtain	the	Master-at-Arms	badge,	a	
Scout	 had	 to	 “attain	proficiency	 in	 two	of	 the	 following	 subjects:	 Single-
Stick,	 Quarter-Staff,	 Fencing,	 Boxing,	 Ju-Jitsu	 and	Wrestling”.	 	 Nowadays	
the	Master	 at	 Arms	 badge	 (without	 hyphens)	 requires	 certificates	 from	
the	 relevant	 bodies	 in	 fencing,	 shooting	 or	 archery.	 	 As	 the	 century	
progressed,	 and	 fields	 of	 knowledge	 changed,	 so	 did	 the	 badges,	
nowadays	one	can	get	them	for	disciplines	undreamed	of	by	our	founders,	
such	as	“Astronautics”,	“Air	Spotter”	and	“Media	Relations	and	Marketing	
Activity”!	

One	 of	 the	 things	 that	 today	would	 be	 called	 a	Health	 and	 Safety	
Nightmare	was	the	way	camps	were	run	between	the	wars.		For	many	old	
Scouts,	 some	 of	 their	 greatest	 memories	 of	 the	 2nd	 Mortlake	 were	 the	
camps.		One	2nd	Mortlake	alumnus	called	the	camps	“the	greatest	part	of	
Scouting.		In	camp	all	the	avenues	of	Scout	training	meet,	testing,	training	
and	 encouraging	 each	 one	 to	 lead	 a	 life	 of	 thankfulness	 to	 God,	
usefulness,	 unselfishness	 and	 love.”	 	 Camping	 equipment	 was	 thrown	
onto	an	open-topped	lorry	(in	the	memories	of	the	Scouts,	more	probably	
it	was	carefully	packed	by	those	leaders	who	knew	what	they	were	doing,	
but	 liked	to	pretend	they	were	 just	throwing	 it	on),	 then	the	boys	would	
sit	on	top	of	the	equipment	and	be	driven	off	to	Rustington	or	wherever	
“singing	all	 the	way”.	 	The	only	concession	to	the	travel	sick,	one	former	
Scout	recalled	with	glee,	was	to	put	them	at	the	back	of	the	lorry.	
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In	1995,	during	Cub	camp	(total	cost	£80)	the	Cubs	built	shelters	in	
the	woods	and	asked	to	sleep	in	them.		Akela	(Marion	Edwards)	dissuaded	
them	 by	 saying	 that	 there	 were	 not	 enough	 leaders	 to	 sleep	 out	 with	
them,	and	 that	 there	were	 foxes	 in	 the	woods.	 	That	 same	camp	was	 to	
have	ended	with	a	sing-song	round	the	camp	fire,	but	“some	of	the	older	
boys	were	misbehaving,	so	the	camp	fire	was	cancelled	and	there	was	just	
a	sing-song”.	

Another	long-forgotten	tradition	was	the	Concert,	first	performed	in	1920.		
It	was	always	the	proud	boast	that	these	were	created	and	performed	by	
2nd	Mortlake	with	no	outside	help	at	all.		In	those	days,	many	such	shows	
were	put	on	across	the	country,	and	were	met	by	cries	of	“Another	Scout	
show.			Just	a	lot	of	Scouting	displays!”	so	2ME	was	always	trying	to	live	up	
to	 its	 slogan	 “A	 Scout	 Show	That	 Is	Different.”	 	 	 Everyone	was	 included,	
and	no	individuals	were	credited	in	the	programme,	so	that	the	boy	who	
did	the	least	job	behind	the	scenes	was	as	important	as	the	one	who	took	
a	 starring	 role	 on	 stage.	 The	 turns	 ranged	 from	marionettes,	 gymnastic	
displays	and	“living	statuary”	to	selections	from	Dickens	and	Shakespeare,	
and	 before	 long	 each	 section	 started	 to	 write	 their	 own	 pieces.	 	 These	
were	often	pretty	spectacular.		One	featured	a	double-decker	stage,	while	
another	required	the	audience	to	be	given	special	coloured	glasses,	which	
gave	the	 impression	that	 the	missiles	being	 thrown	about	on	stage	were	
actually	 heading	 for	 the	 audience.	 	 There	 were	 always	 specially	 written	
songs	 and	 sketches,	 of	 course,	 and	 many	 who	 sang	 songs	 as	 cubs	
remembered	 the	 lyrics	 decades	 later.	 	 There	 was	 a	 dress	 rehearsal	 on	
Tuesday,	 and	 shows	 on	 Wednesday,	 Thursday,	 Friday	 and	 Saturday	
evenings,	with	a	matinee	on	Saturday.		The	Troop	went	selling	tickets	door	
to	 door,	 and	 sold	 out	 the	Wigan	 Hall	 with	 tickets	 at	 three	 shillings	 and	
sixpence,	 two	 shillings	 and	 sixpence	 and	 one	 shilling.	 	 In	 those	 days,	 of	
course,	 there	 was	 no	 television,	 let	 alone	 the	 Internet,	 to	 provide	
entertainment.		

When	 2nd	Mortlake	 first	 had	 jumble	 sales,	 the	 boys	would	 deliver	
1,600	 notes	 to	 houses	 in	 certain	 specified	 roads	 to	 which	 they	 would	



	 8	

return	to	collect	donations,	putting	them	in	the	Trek	Cart.	In	later	years	it	
had	 to	 be	 adults	 delivering	 the	 notes,	 and	 instead	 of	 calling	 on	 the	
occupants,	 they	 would	 have	 to	 be	 asked	 by	 telephone	 (or	 even	 more	
recently	 by	 email)	 to	 collect	 items,	 which	 can	 be	 transported	 by	 a	 van.		
Originally,	 the	 jumble	 sales	were	 open	 to	 dealers	 on	 the	 Friday	 evening	
before	the	sale,	but	they	caused	so	much	damage	to	the	 items	that	they	
did	not	want,	that	this	was	stopped.		There	was	always	a	lot	of	theft	from	
the	 jumble	sale,	mostly	clothing,	but	Ted	Garnett	 recalled	that	“over	 the	
years	we	have	lost	fridges,	tables	chairs,	pictures,	even	the	arm	and	head	
of	 a	wind-up	gramophone	 (which	was	only	noticed	when	 it	was	 realised	
that	it	had	stopped	playing)”.	

In	 2018,	when	 the	 Troop	were	 raising	money	 by	 packing	 bags	 for	
supermarket	shoppers,	the	use	of	a	card	machine	was	suggested,	as	many	
of	the	public	no	longer	carry	change.	

The	battles	between	the	traditionalists	who	want	things	to	stay	the	
same	 forever,	 and	 those	 who	 want	 to	 change	 all	 the	 time	 have	 been	
fought	 many	 times	 over	 the	 past	 one	 hundred	 years.	 	 My	 favourite	 is	
found	in	the	February	1955	edition	of	PIP	(the	Group’s	newsletter	“Parade	
of	 Information	 and	 Personalities”).	 	 The	 Scout	 Association	 had	 decided	
that	 the	 hats	 that	 were	 worn	 by	 Baden-Powell	 and	 his	 contemporaries	
during	 the	 Boer	War	 were	 not	 suitable	 for	 the	 atomic	 age	 of	 post-War	
Britain	 in	 the	 reign	of	 the	new	young	Queen	Elizabeth,	and	had	decreed	
that	 Scouts	 were	 to	 wear	 berets.	 	 John	 Ellis	 wrote	 at	 the	 time	 of	 this	
decision:	

‘The	End	of	an	Era’.	

It	 was	with	 regret	 that	 I	 read	 recently	 in	 PIP	 that	 berets,	 and	 not	
“cowboy	hats”,	are	now	to	be	 the	official	wear	of	2nd	Mortlake	Scouts.	 	 I	
had	hoped	 that	our	worthy	GSM	 (Group	Scout	Master)	would	have	been	
able	to	hold	out	longer	against	the	feverish	clamouring	to	this	effect	from	
the	so-called	“moderns”	in	the	Group,	but	he	was	evidently	unaware	of	my	
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full	 support	 for	 him.	 However,	 dear	 readers,	 I	 should	 like	 to	 offer	 a	 few	
observations	 on	 the	 subject	 for	 your	 serious,	 and	 not	 so	 serious,	
consideration.	

First	 and	 foremost	 seems	 to	 be	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 traditional	 Scout	
hat	was	worn	 by	 our	 beloved	 “B-P”	 in	 his	 days	 and	military	 service,	 and	
was	 chosen	 by	 him	 for	 us	 to	 wear	 as	 the	 most	 important	 part	 of	 our	
uniform.	 	 I	 say	 “most	 important	part”	because	 I	 feel	 that,	 to	 the	general	
public,	the	Scout	Movement	is	 immediately	typified	by	the	Scout	hat,	and	
while	 it	may	be	gently	or	 even	harshly	 ridiculed	by	 them,	a	 Scout	Hat	 to	
them	 is	 the	 symbol	 that	 its	 wearer	 has	 been	 taught	 to	 act	 quickly	 and	
intelligently	 in	 an	 emergency.	 	 Another	 thought	 is	 that	 so	 many	 people	
nowadays	wear	berets	 that	a	 Scout	wearing	one	will	 not	 stand	out	 from	
the	“common	herd”	as	he	used	to	with	a	Scout	Hat.	

I	suppose	–	and	here	I	speak	from	experience	–	that	a	big	hat	leaves	
one	open	to	derisive	cries	of	“Big	‘Ead”	but	I	still	intend	to	be	a	member	of	
the	“Streamlined	look”	only	under	protest	–	especially	on	formal	occasions.		
The	Truth	of	the	matter	is,	I	suppose,	that	I	shall	always	be	at	heart	just	a	
“Big	‘Ead”.	

	

You	 can	 hear	 those	 arguments	 being	 held	 every	 time	 Scouting	
wonders	 whether	 to	 change	 with	 the	 times,	 or	 stay	 with	 the	 tradition.		
Uniforms,	The	Scout	Promise,	the	ages	at	which	one	is	admitted	or	made	
to	move	on,	 all	 these	have	been	 the	 subjects	 of	 heated	 arguments	over	
the	 past	 century.	 (Don’t	 forget	 that	when	 2nd	Mortlake	was	 founded	 all	
but	 one	 of	 the	 local	members	 of	 the	 Church	 Lads’	 Brigade	 joined.	 	 That	
argument	must	have	been	 the	 first	 of	many	 for	 2nd	Mortlake’s	Changers	
versus	Traditionalists,	and	the	Troop	hadn’t	even	been	formed)	

The	 most	 recent	 of	 these	 massive	 arguments	 was	 about	 the	
admission	 of	 girls	 to	 the	 Scouts.	 	 Opposition	 came	 from	 those	who	 said	
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that	if	the	sexes	mixed,	there	would	be	a	lack	of	discipline,	and	an	increase	
in	showing	off.		Scouting	was	for	boys,	Guiding	for	girls.		There	had	always	
been	girls	who	wanted	to	do	the	more	exciting	things	that	the	Scouts	did,	
and	a	few	boys	who	wanted	to	do	the	things	the	Guides	did,	but	they	just	
had	to	get	used	to	it.		In	the	late	1980s	when	the	Brown	Owl	of	a	Brownie	
pack	said	that	she	couldn’t	leave	her	son	at	home	when	she	was	leading	a	
Brownie	meeting,	and	had	to	bring	him	along,	the	son	was	allowed	to	be	
an	 official	 Brownie.	 	 The	 traditionalists,	 including	 those	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	
dug	their	heels	 in	and	resisted	as	 long	as	they	could,	but	were	unable	to	
stop	 the	march	of	 time.	 	Now	 the	2nd	Mortlake	 is	 about	 twenty	 five	per	
cent	female,	and	striving	to	become	fifty	per	cent.	

		The	 current	 view	 of	 the	 Scouts	 is	 that	 “Celebrating	 and	
understanding	 difference,	 including	 difference	 in	 faith	 and	 beliefs,	 is	 an	
important	aspect	of	the	educational	and	developmental	side	of	Scouting”.		
When	people	look	back	at	the	early	days	of	the	Scouting	movement,	with	
its	Church	Parades	and	prayers,	one	might	feel	that	this	is	a	new	view.		But	
in	Scouting	for	Boys	written	in	1908,	Baden-Powell	himself	said:	

“Religion	is	a	very	simple	thing;	

1st	To	believe	in	God	

2nd	To	do	good	to	other	people”	

There	 are	 many	 kinds	 of	 religion	 such	 as	 Roman	 Catholics,	
Protestants,	 Jews,	Mohammedans	 and	 so	 on,	 but	 the	main	 point	 is	 that	
they	all	worship	God,	although	in	different	ways…	So	when	you	meet	a	boy	
of	a	different	religion	from	your	own,	you	should	not	be	hostile	to	him,	but	
recognise	that	he	is	 like	a	soldier	 in	your	own	army,	though	in	a	different	
uniform,	and	still	serving	the	same	king	as	you.”		

The	days	when	the	2nd	Mortlake	band	led	the	way	to	church	every	
week	may	be	gone	in	this	more	multicultural	society,	but	this	is	entirely	in	
keeping	with	B-P’s	wishes	-	this	encouragement	for	tolerance	and	respect	
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for	everyone	regardless	of	their	faith	or	background	holds	as	true	today	as	
it	did	then.	

When	Ted	Garnett	retired	from	the	post	of	GSL	in	1995,	he	felt	that	“some	
of	the	fun	has	gone	out	of	Scouting.	 	The	more	carefree	days	are	behind	
us,	and	everything	has	to	be	so	right	and	proper,	and	there	is	 little	room	
for	thought,	imagination	or	initiative.”	Let	us	hope	that	the	next	hundred	
years	are	just	the	beginning	of	a	new	world	of	Scouting.	

	

Peter	Stanford	

March	2019	
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Memories	of	Scouting	in	2nd	Mortlake	

We	 have	 reproduced	 three	 articles	 of	 memories	 from	 former	
members	of	2ME.	The	first	one	is	from	John	Ellis	who	joined	the	Group	in	
1941.	The	second	piece	is	by	Mike	Eagle	who	joined	in	1955.	The	last	piece	
is	 by	 Richard	 Dunsford	 who	 was	 a	member	 of	 the	 Group	 from	 1966	 to	
1972.	

	

Memories	of	my	2nd	Mortlake	Life	

By	John	Ellis	

My	mum	wanted	me	to	join	the	Sea	Scouts	at	1st	Mortlake,	because	
of	 family	connections	with	their	 leaders,	but	when	she	took	me	along	to	
sign	up,	they	had	no	vacancies.	So,	 I	“went	next	door”	and	became	a	2nd	
Mortlake	Wolf	Cub.	

The	leaders	there	were	a	stern	Akela,	Mrs	Jarvis,	and	her	assistants	
Betty	 Lockyer	 and	 Pam	 Wicks	 (?)	 who	 was	 close	 friend	 of	 my	 cousin,	
Nancy.	

The	Group	 Scout	Master	was	Mr	 Jarvis	 (GSM	 from	1941	 to	 1966),	
who	had	taken	over	from	Skipper	Marsh.		Many	of	the	Group’s	young	men	
–	leaders	and	Rovers	–	were	called	up	for	WWII	military	service.	Bill	Brown	
was	in	“important	work”,	so	was	available	to	help	and	occasional	help	was	
forthcoming	from	serving	leaders	on	leave	or	based	near	enough	to	travel.	

It	was	always	“Mr	Jarvis”	until,	as	a	warranted	leader;	I	was	allowed	
to	call	him	“Jarvo”.			

I	discovered	that	I	knew	most	of	the	other	Cubs,	through	school	and	
street	playmates.	This	was	in	1941,	deep	in	WWII	days.	I	was	9	not	8.	Each	
Tuesday	at	meetings	we	worked	to	pass	tests	for	our	1st	and	2nd	stars,	plus	
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voluntary	on	Thursdays	for	the	12	Proficiency	Badges.	I	gained	10	of	them	
–	 the	 Athlete	 and	 Swimmer	 being	 completely	 outside	 my	 ability.	 My	
neighbour	 in	 Archway	 Street,	 Don	 Stimson	 (1	 year	 and	 2	 days	 older)	
gained	 all	 12,	 and	 there	 were	 several	 others	 into	 double	 figures.	 I	 did	
manage	 my	 two	 stars.	 In	 qualifying	 for	 the	 House	 Orderly	 badge,	 we	
visited	the	Jarvis	home,	where	our	very	severe	Akela,	became	a	kind	and	
encouraging	hostess	and	examiner	for	our	efforts.			

Very	early	 in	my	 scouting	 career,	my	Dad	 (George	Ellis)	 joined	 the	
Group	 Executive,	 under	Mr	 Timmins	 (Lionel’s	 Father)	 the	 Chairman	 and	
Treasurer	Mr	Lockyer	(Betty’s	Father).	Dad	had	been	a	Scout	himself	in	the	
time	 of	WWI.	 Dad	 did	 a	 lot	 of	 supportive	work	 over	many	 years	 in	 that	
capacity,	not	least	in	Jarvos’	‘backstage	concert	crew’.	

Mum	also	did	a	lot	of	supportive	work	on	a	more	informal	basis	e.g.	
2ME	 Birthday	 catering.	 They	 also	 supported	 my	 sister,	 Mary’s	 Guide	
Company	and	Sea	Ranger	Crew	in	nearby	Paxholme	(the	Guide	Hut).		

In	due	course,	I	moved	up	to	the	Scout	Troop,	run	by	Mr	Jarvis	with	
ASM	Bill	Brown	(signalman	at	Mortlake	Station)	and	any	one-time	leaders	
on	leave	from	military	service,	at	a	given	time.	First	camp	was	at	Twynersh	
Farm	in	Chertsey,	where	Laurie	Godfrey	was	available	to	help	and	produce	
extremely	salty	porridge	for	breakfast	–	to	Jarvo’s	taste,	no-one	else’s!		

In	 the	 Scout	 Troop,	 I	 met	 the	 Seagull	 Patrol	 of	 Air	 Scouts,	 which	
included	a	certain	Ted	Garnett	(GSL	from	1973	to	1995),	transferred	from	
1st	Mortlake.	 Later	 in	 our	 Scouting	 Life,	 after	 Ted’s	 National	 Service,	we	
became	best	friends	through	membership	of	the	Rover	Crew.	

I	 was	 selected	 to	 be	 one	 of	 the	 patrol	 entered	 for	 the	 District	
Camping	 Competition,	 sited	 at	 the	 ruins	 of	 Epsom	 Downs’	 Racecourse	
peripheral	 buildings.	 To	 get	 our	water	we	went	 to	 a	 ruined	 toilet	 block.	
The	taps	did	not	work!	A	burly	older	Scout	from	P&H	(Petersham	&	Ham	
Group)	 pulled	 out	 his	 sheath	 knife	 and	 chopped	 through	 a	 lead	 pipe,	 to	
supply	us	all,	then	hammered	it	closed.		PL	(Patrol	Leader)	Don	Clarke,	Sec.	
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Keith	 Allen,	 1st/2nd	 Class	 Scouts	 Frankie	 Bodiham,	 Dicky	 Bond	 and	 me,	
Tenderfoot	Jack	Pearson	(who	had	more	camping	experience	than	the	rest	
of	us	put	together)	represented	the	troop.	We	may	or	not	have	won,	but	
the	memory	is	of	Don	telling	us	at	bedtime	–	in	our	flimsy	hike-tents	–	that	
there	would	be	a	tremendous	thunderstorm	in	the	night.		We	survived!!!	

I	 found	myself	 being	 PL	 of	 patrols	 entered	 for	 this	 competition	 in	
later	years.		

1st	Class	Hike	–	A	physical	ordeal	endured	together	by	Dave	Wadley	
and	me.	 	 Route	 planned	 by	 Jarvo.	 	 Hersham,	Walton,	 (I	 now	 realise	we	
walked	 past	 the	 front	 door	 of	 where	 I	 live	 now),	 Chertsey	 –	 camp	 at	
Twynersh	Farm	then	via	Cobham	to	Walton	Firs	to	finish,	visiting	Whiteley	
Village	on	the	way.		As	very	un-athletic	people	–	Dave	and	I	suffered	badly	
on	 this	 expedition,	 but	 we	 survived,	 so	 that	 we	 could	 attend	 the	 1947	
Jamboree	de	la	Paix	in	Moissons,	France.	

For	 that	 event,	 the	 Richmond	 and	 Barnes	 group	 were	 John	 Dore,	
Den	Sealby,	Dave	Wadley	and	myself	–	all	2nd	Mortlake	–	3	 from	1st	East	
Sheen	 (Grammar	School	Troop),	1	 from	P&H	who	 joined	with	boys	 from	
Croydon	 area	 as	NE	 Surrey	 Troop,	 our	 ASM	being	 Peter	 Powrie	 from	1st	
East	Sheen.			

At	that	time,	I	had	risen	to	be	Patrol	Leader	of	Wolf	Patrol	and	could	
not	avoid	being	selected	as	PL	for	District	Camping	Competitions.	

Moving	 up,	 Senior	 Scouts	 had	 now	 been	 invented,	 so	 Lionel	
Timmins	 and	 Ian	 Gibbons	were	 Leaders	when	 I	 joined	 the	 section.	 	 Ted	
Garnett	 was	 a	 member	 already	 (from	 the	 Air	 Scouts	 patrol).	 	 They	
arranged	several	challenging	activities,	the	most	memorable	being	a	camp	
at	 Chamonix,	 in	 company	with	 7th	 Fulham	 Sea	 Scouts.	 	 That’s	where	we	
first	met	Alan	Johnson,	who	stayed	associated	and	became	a	member	of	
our	Rover	Crew.		There	we	camped	at	Les	Boissons	on	the	lower	slopes	of	
Mont	 Blanc,	 with	 a	 footpath	 leading	 up	 to	 La	 Mer	 de	 Glace	 (the	 local	
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glacier).	 	 While	 there,	 we	 heard	 dreadful	 news	 about	 the	 loss	 of	 1st	
Mortlake	 Sea	 Scouts	 boat	 Wangle.	 	 Lost	 with	 it	 were	 friends	 and	
classmates	of	mine.		Had	my	Mum	got	me	into	1st	ME,	I	would	have	been	
among	them	and	not	alive	to	tell	this	tale.	

There	 was	 also	 a	 mountain-based	 camp	 in	 the	 ground	 of	 the	
International	Scout	chalet	in	Kandersteg,	but	I	think	I	was	a	Rover	at	that	
time.	

Then	on	to	the	Rover	Crew,	meeting	on	Fridays	and	always	ready	to	
provide	support	for	the	Scout	Troop	and	even	the	Guides	next	door.		Ted	
did	 his	National	 Service	 and	 I	went	 to	 college.	 	 The	 unforgettable	 event	
was	 joining	 with	 the	 Ranger	 Guides	 from	 SRS	 Vivacious	 for	 dancing	
lessons.	 	There,	of	course,	we	met	our	first	(?)	girlfriends	and	some	of	us	
married	 some	 of	 the	 Rangers.	 	 After	 graduating,	 I	 took	 a	 Graduate	
Apprenticeship	 with	 Supermarine	 Aircraft,	 which	 meant	 living	 in	
Southampton,	with	approximately	fortnightly	commuting	for	weekends	at	
home,	including	Rover	meetings.		I	was	welcomed	into	the	leader	ranks	of	
3rd	 Southampton,	 and	 arranged	 some	 liaison	 with	 2ME,	 including	 an	
infamous	 camp	 at	 Golden	 Cap,	 Bridport.	 	 My	 first	 warrant	 (ASM)	 was	
gained	there,	but	it	did	not	reach	me	formally	until	I	left	Supermarine	for	
an	 appointment	 in	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Supply	 in	 London	 and	 a	 return	 to	
sponge	on	my	parents	again,	until	getting	married.	

Our	 first	 married	 home	 was	 a	 ‘flat’	 in	 Howgate	 Road,	 opposite	
Vernon	Hall.	 	We	bought	a	house	in	Morden,	but	I	kept	up	weekly	duties	
as	ASL	at	2ME.		Our	Son	Keith	joined	7th	Morden	Cubs	and	Scouts	and	we	
arranged	 several	 joint	 events.	 	 I	 think	 the	 one	 the	 boys	 liked	 best	 was	
overnighting	at	the	Gym,	including	crawling	around	the	below	floor	area	in	
the	dark.		

In	 due	 course,	 my	 wife	 and	 I	 parted,	 and	 I	 then	 moved	 to	 being	
Venture	Scout	Leader	at	2ME.	 	Keith	Wincott	was	 in	 the	unit	 I	 took	over	
and	Pete	Franks	my	AVSL.		I	always	tried	to	arrange	‘summer	expeditions’	
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(as	well	as	 lesser	events	 in	Spring	and	Winter).	 	The	first	such	expedition	
was	 a	 cruise	 on	 the	 Norfolk	 Broads,	 where	 we	 managed	 to	 convert	
another	boat’s	dingy	 into	a	 figure	of	eight!	Of	 course,	 I	was	 thrown	 into	
the	water	by	the	boys	–	not	very	deep	at	a	‘marina’	thankfully.		An	abiding	
memory	 is	 mooring	 up	 to	 shop	 for	 supplies	 in	 the	 local	 supermarket,	
where	all	10	boys	insisted	on	calling	me	DAD.	

The	first	unit	members	grew	up	to	be	replaced	by	rising	Scouts	and	I	
found	 interesting	 ‘expeditions’	 through	 a	 company	 called	 ‘Venture	
Abroad’,	which	seems	to	have	grown	into	a	very	successful	outfit	serving	
Scouts	and	Guides	of	all	ages	-	according	to	Facebook.			We	included	two	
cruises	 on	 the	 Rhine	 and	 Moselle	 Rivers	 in	 Germany	 (including	 the	
Weinfest	at	Rudeshein	and	the	festival	of	the	Rhine	in	Flames	at	Koblenz).			

Also,	 a	 fixed	 camp	 in	 Brittany	 and	 a	 cycle	 expedition	 through	
Northern	France,	as	well	as	a	stay	at	Centre	Parcs	 in	Holland	and	a	post-
Christmas	weekend	at	Gilwell	–	in	one	of	the	halls	there	in	extremely	cold	
and	spooky	surroundings.			

When	 I	 grew	 out	 of	 being	 VSL,	 I	 served	 a	 couple	 of	 spells	 as	
Assistant	District	Commissioner	–	Venture	Scouts,	then	Friendship	before	
being	 drafted	 in	 as	 Group	 Scout	 Leader	 at	 Kew	 (where	 I	 lived).	 	 That	
experience	 was	 challenging	 but	 very	 rewarding,	 based	 firmly	 on	 my	
experience	throughout	2ME.			

	

2nd	Mortlake	Concerts	

I	 believe	 that	2ME	concerts	 (never	 called	Gang	Shows	 in	 the	early	
days,	surprisingly)	were	well	established	and	admired	in	the	1930s.		They	
had	 to	 be	 suspended	 during	WWII	 of	 course,	 but	 it	 was	 decided	 to	 re-
establish	them	“after	the	War”.		I	believe	this	was	arranged	for	1947,	as	I	
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remember	rehearsing	and	preparing	to	be	involved,	but	then	being	stuck	
down	with	appendicitis	just	before	“opening	day”.	

The	producer	was	Pop	Chugg,	with	the	help	of	Railbert	Royce;	Mrs	
Chugg	played	the	piano	and	major	performers	were	Ken	and	Reg	Chugg.		
Great	 support	 came	 from	 the	Rovers	 –	 in	 particular	 Charlie	 (Dixie)	Dean	
and	returning	 leaders	Laurie	Godfrey	and	Ron	Golding.	 	That	first	release	
was	 put	 on	 in	 the	Gym,	 and	was	 a	 success.	 	 So,	 the	 tradition	 of	 annual	
concerts	were	revived	and	moved	 into	the	Wigan	Hall’s	Theatre.	 	Always	
successful	–	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday	evenings	and	Saturday	matinees	–	
all	 “sold	 out”.	 	 After	 several	 years,	 the	 Wigan	 Hall	 was	 scheduled	 for	
demolition	(to	make	way	for	the	present	Alder	Road	“dolls’	houses”),	so	a	
new	 venue	 was	 found	 in	 the	 Vernon	 Hall,	 across	 the	 railway.	 	 More	
demanding	 logistically,	 but	 Jarvo	 and	 his	 ‘crew’	managed	 very	well;	Mrs	
Jarvis	 and	 Gwen	 Godfrey	 were	 particularly	 involved	 for	 costumes,	 etc.		
When	Pop	retired,	Ken	took	over	the	production	side	and	later	Ron.	

As	 a	 young	 scouter	 at	 the	 time,	 I	 thought	 they	 interrupted	 the	
training	we	were	giving	but	came	to	realise	they	were	a	significant	part	of	
the	training.	

I	was	always	involved	in	lesser	roles	and	choruses.		Each	section	put	
on	 suitable	 performances,	 i.e.	 Cubs,	 Scouts,	 Rovers.	 	 I	 was	 cast	 several	
times	 in	 female	 roles.	 	 One	 well	 remembered	 session	 was	 when	 the	
younger	Rovers	performed	as	“the	Glamorous	Girls”!	

Eventually,	 of	 course,	 time	 moved	 on	 and	 the	 concerts	 were	
discontinued,	 but	 what	 entertainment	 they	 gave,	 not	 to	 mention	 the	
specific	training	in	all	aspects	AMDRAM.		
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2ME	Paper	Collections	

In	the	‘70s	and	80s’	a	major	source	of	fund-raising	was	waste	paper	
collection.	 	Ted,	as	GSL,	organised	a	group	of	hard-working	helpers	to	be	
involved	in	this.		The	Group	toured	the	streets	of	Mortlake	and	Sheen	on	a	
monthly	basis	to	collect	used	newspapers	left	out	by	the	residents.		Toby	
Saward	was	the	usual	driver	for	this	task	and	leaders	and	supporters	were	
collectors.	 	 Then,	back	at	 the	Gym,	 the	paper	had	 to	be	 sorted,	bundled	
and	tied	ready	for	collection	by	a	salvage	company.		A	big	time-	and	space-	
consuming	project	 each	month.	 	 Later,	we	discovered	 that	 less	bulk	 and	
equal	 income	was	 involved	 in	moving	 to	 waste	 computer	 paper.	 	 Toby,	
ably	assisted	by	Dilys	Zeegen,	organised	a	circuit	of	SW	London	businesses	
known	to	him	on	a	regular	basis,	to	collect	their	waste	computer	paper.	

I	involved	the	VSU	(Venture	Scout	Unit)	from	time	to	time	collecting	
from	my	office	and	that	of	some	of	their	parents.		Most	of	this	paper	was	
already	in	boxes,	so	a	lot	of	the	hard	work	with	newspapers	was	no	longer	
necessary.	

	

Camping	with	2nd	Mortlake	

I	recall	many	camps,	particularly	two-week	summer	camps.		We	did	
interesting	and	entertaining	activities,	many	of	which	 I	believe	would	be	
forbidden	under	today’s	Health	and	Safety	regulations!	

Some	 experiences	 were	 good	 throughout;	 some	 were	 bad	 in	 the	
short	 term;	 some	were	worrying	at	 the	 time	but	actually	worked	well	 in	
retrospect.	

In	 the	 last	 category	 was	 the	 two-week	 troops	 camp	 at	 Merdon	
Castle,	 Hursley	 Park	 near	 Winchester,	 that	 surprisingly,	 Jarvo	 and	 Ron	
allowed	Hugh	Riley	and	myself,	as	young	Assistant	Scout	 Leaders,	 to	 run	
alone.	 	We	had	good	Patrol	Leaders	 (“PLs”),	Koala	had	his	car	 there,	and	
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had	 to	use	 it	 every	day	of	 the	 first	week	 to	 run	 someone	 to	Winchester	
Hospital	–	some	for	repeat	treatment	of	pre-treated	conditions,	some	for	
injuries	 incurred	 in	 camp	 eg.	 treading	 on	 a	 piece	 of	 rusty	 iron.	 	 It	 all	
worked	 out	 without	 disaster	 because	 I	 was	 left	 with	 excellent	 support	
from	the	PLs	of	the	camp	patrols.	

We	used	 to	 travel	with	all	 the	gear	 in	 furniture	vans,	personnel	as	
well!	 	 The	 first	 task	 after	 or	 even	during	 tent-pitching	was	 to	 dig	 latrine	
pits!	Originally	multi-holers	for	direct	use,	but	evolving	into	one	big	pit	for	
emptying	 the	portable	Elsan	 loos.	None	of	 that	 is	acceptable	 these	days.		
But	some	of	the	sites	were	lovely,	e.g.	a	farm	near	Golden	Cap,	Bridport;	a	
farm	in	Branscombe,	Devon,	just	5	minutes	walk	from	a	lovely	beach.	Best	
of	 all	 was	 the	 farm	 at	 Warninglid,	 near	 Haywards	 Heath,	 in	 a	 field	
adjoining	woodland	containing	a	very	safe	pond/lake	on	the	estate.		

Some	 summer	 camps	were	arranged	 jointly	with	other	 troops.	 	At	
Branscombe,	 our	 partners	were	 a	 Troop	 from	Crownhill,	 Plymouth,	who	
were	 a	 contact	 through	 Stan	 Walter,	 a	 one-time	 Scout	 leader.	 I	 also	
brought	 3rd	 Southampton	 Scouts	 to	 share	 one	 at	 Golden	 Cap.	 In	 years	
when	no	leader	support	was	available	Ron	(Golding)	arranged	to	join	Kew	
Scouts	in	their	summer	camps	(another	Kew	connection).	

Which	brings	me	 to	 something	so	 important.	 	 I	 know	that	without	
all	 the	 commitment	 of	 the	 leaders	 and	 supporters	 over	 the	 years	 the	
Group	 would	 not	 be	 in	 its	 present	 thriving	 state.	 	 Look	 at	 some	 of	 the	
“Super	 Groups”	 of	 my	 early	 days	 –	 1st	 Mortlake,	 1st	 East	 Sheen,	 6th	
Richmond,	14th	Richmond,	for	example	–	all	collapsed!!	It	 is	wonderful	to	
see	 the	strong	 team	of	 leaders	and	supporters	 to	arrange	 the	Centenary	
Celebrations	and	make	them	the	success	they	deserve	to	be.	
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There’s	Only	One	2nd	Mortlake!	

By	Michael	Eagle	

I	 was	 introduced	 to	 Akela	 (Mable	 Jarvis)	 on	 6th	 September	 1955	
following	my	8th	Birthday	 in	mid	August	and	enrolled	as	a	“Wolf	Cub”	on	
4th	October,	became	a	member	of	“Black	Six”	and	there	I	remained	in	that	
“six”	working	my	way	up	to	Sixer	and	subsequently	“Senior”	Sixer	of	 the	
pack	until	I	was	11	and	was	then	enrolled	into	the	Scout	Troop.	

During	my	time	 in	Cubs	apart	 from	the	“Test	Work”	which	utilised	
half	 of	 the	 evening	 and	 followed	 with	 “instructive”	 games	 for	 the	
remainder,	I	was	always	aware	of	the	camaraderie	of	the	lads	(only	lads	in	
those	days)	coming	together	from	different	schools	but	the	enthusiasm	of	
the	 Cub	 leaders	 in	 their	 preparation	 of	 the	 meetings,	 the	 execution	 of	
instruction	and	testing	to	 introduce	the	gaining/passing	of	 test	work	and	
the	 manner	 in	 which	 the	 badges	 were	 earned	 and	 transferred	 to	 your	
uniform.	 There	were	 trips	 out	 to	 visit	 interesting	 places	 and	 compete	 in	
competitions	with	other	Cub	Packs	 including	 the	Annual	Sports	Meeting,	
where	 in	my	 time	 in	Cubs,	2ME	won	every	 time,	along	with	 the	Football	
Competition	held	in	Richmond	Park	that	we	constantly	won	also.		

Being	a	Cub,	we	were	also	invited	to	the	Annual	Summer	Camp	and	
the	one	I	remember	the	most	was	the	one	on	a	farm	at	Burnham-on-Sea	
where	 it	was	great	weather	and	warm	during	 the	day	and	windy/cold	at	
night	which	is	when	we	had	our	“wash”	with	warm	water	in	“Canvas	–	yes,	
Canvas	bowls”.	For	this	camp	the	Scouts	went	to	Burnham	in	a	Lorry	with	
all	the	gear	for	two	weeks	with	us	Cubs	transported	in	a	Coach	a	fortnight	
later	and	the	Scouts	returning	in	the	Coach	and	us	Dismantling	Camp	and	
driving	 home	 in	 the	 Lorry	 two	 weeks	 later.	 Camping	 was	 a	 marvellous	
introduction	 for	 us	 all	 and	 other	 weekend	 camps	 were	 arranged	
throughout	 the	 Scouting	 year	 especially	 the	 “Sixers	 &	 Seconders	 Camp”	
which	in	my	year	was	at	a	place	called	“Bentley	Copse”.	
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I	 was	 transferred	 to	 Scouts	 in	 September	 1958	 and	 joined	 the	
“Wolves”	 patrol.	 There	 was	 a	 competitive	 mode	 within	 the	 “Troop”	 in	
both	 the	 required	 “test	work”	 and	 also	 the	 “badgework”	 climaxing	with	
the	 somewhat	 “robust”	 games	 that	 were	 held	 towards	 the	 end	 of	 the	
evening	 which	 might	 not	 today	 meet	 with	 “HSE”	 requirements	 but	 did	
make	“Scouts	out	of	Cubs”.	The	Scout	 leaders	were	excellent	throughout	
our	times	in	the	Troop	most	ably	lead	by	Ron	Golding	who	unfortunately	
died	at	such	a	time	without	his	Scouting	life	fully	achieved.	Summer	Scout	
Camps	 were	 always	 two-week	 affairs	 and	 during	 my	 time	 were	 held	 in	
Wivenhoe	 -	 Essex,	Merdon	 Castle	 –	 Hampshire,	 Bramshott	 –	 Hampshire	
and	 Battle	 near	 Hastings	 and	 were	 most	 excellent.	 Ron	 Golding	 would	
always	 prepare	 and	 take	 us	 on	 a	 four-day	 hike	 over	 Easter	 plus	 other	
weekend	camps	throughout	the	year.	It	was	during	this	period	of	Scouting	
that	 one	 assistant	 leader	 of	 the	 Troop	 –	 John	 Ellis,	 became	 a	 great	
scouting	colleague	that	remains	until	this	day	and	whose	“history”	is	also	
recorded	 in	 this	 Centenary	 celebration.	 My	 Troop	 career	 closed	 on	 a	
weekend	Patrol	Leaders	and	Seconds	camp	at	Bentley	Copse.	(more	of	this	
later).	

“Senior	Scouts”	was	the	next	section	to	join	at	age	15	and	was	lead	
by	Charlie	Phillips	who	was	a	very	large	man	and	extremely	Scout	minded	
and	experienced	of	the	requirement	of	the	activities	of	15	–	18	year	olds	
and	 further	 encouraging	 the	 “self	 planning”	 of	 Scouting	 life	 leading	 to	
both	Queen’s	Scout	status	and	“D	of	E”	awards.	After	a	year	or	so,	Charlie	
moved	away	and	John	Allworthy	took	over	the	helm.	This	part	of	Scouting	
was	most	active	and	really	did	develop	us	Senior	Scouts	into	manhood,	no	
Ladies	in	those	days,	as	they	were	in	the	Sea	Rangers	Hall	behind	the	Gym	
and	did	 their	own	 thing	 (more	of	 that	 later).	 The	Summer	Camps	during	
my	time	in	“Senior	Scouts”	were	held	in	the	“Black	Forest”	–	Germany	for	
walking	 and	 climbing	 excursions,	 Kandersteg	 in	 Switzerland	 where	 we	
stayed	 at	 the	 fabulous	 “International	 Scout	 Camp”	 where	 we	 did	 daily	
mountain	 climbs	 with	 one	 to	 a	 glacier	 and	 our	 camp	 culminated	 into	 a	
climb	to	reach	the	peak	of	Interlaken	and	descend	into	Italy	and	return	by	
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train	through	the	tunnel.	The	last	Camp	in	Senior	Scouts	–	just	as	we	were	
moving	to	Rover	Scouts	-	was	an	expedition	to	Norway	travelling	by	boat	
to	 Holland	 and	 then	 train	 through	 to	 Oslo,	 picking	 up	 3	 vehicles	 and	
driving	west	towards	Bergen	then	at	Voss	(more	of	this	later)	going	North	
to	Lillehamer	then	driving	south	on	the	east	side	of	Norway	back	to	Oslo.	
It	was	a	really	rewarding	experience	and	full	of	the	activities	of	a	normal	
camp	but	for	the	complete	extended	duration.	

Following	Senior	Scouts,	we	moved	 into	Rovers	which	was	 led	and	
coordinated	by	Laurie	Godfrey,	a	very	long	standing	Scout	and	leader	and	
2ME	stalwart.	It	was	at	this	stage	of	Scouting	that	many	of	us	shared	our	
experiences	 in	 Scouting	 and	 took	 out	 warrants	 as	 leaders	 with	 the	
different	 sections.	 I	 took	 a	 role	 as	 Assistant	 Cub	 Leader	 for	 3	 years	 and	
then	 as	 Assistant	 Scout	 Leader	 for	 a	 further	 few	 years	 until	 a	 work	
assignment	 transferred	 me	 to	 Bergen	 in	 Norway.	 During	 these	 years	 of	
leadership	 I	 spent	 many	 camps	 with	 the	 Cubs,	 Scouts	 and	 Senior	 and	
Rover	Scouts	enjoying	my	Scouting	 to	 the	 full.	 In	 fact,	our	 current	GSL	–	
Keith	Wincott	was	a	Scout	in	the	Troop	when	I	was	a	leader	in	the	Troop	
and	has	been	a	Scout	and	friend	ever	since.		

During	 that	 period	 of	 Rovers	 I	 was	 to	 be	 married	 to	 a	 Pauline	
Burrage	whom	 I	 had	 joined	 school	 at	 5	with	 and	 known	 through	 all	 our	
lives	 as	 we	 also	 both	 lived	 in	 St	 Leonards	 Road.	 	 I	 did	mention	 the	 Sea	
Rangers	Hall	earlier	and	there	had	been	a	tradition	that	Rovers	and	other	
members	 of	 2ME	 had	 become	 married	 to	 our	 local	 Sea	 Rangers	 and	
Pauline	 and	 I	 were	 no	 exception.	My	 last	 “Scout	 Camp”	with	 the	 Troop	
was	 held	 in	 Petersfield	 and	 through	 the	 lack	 of	 available	 Scouters,	 John	
Ellis	and	I	supported	Ted	Garnett	in	Leading	the	Camp	but	with	our	wives	
and	 very	 young	 children.	 Keith	 Wincott	 can	 tell	 you	 what	 a	 wonderful	
camp	that	was.	

We	moved	to	Norway	and	of	course	took	up	skiing	and	on	my	first	
visit	 to	the	slopes	of	Voss	 I	was	amazed	and	felt	 I	had	been	to	this	place	
before.	 Being	 confused,	 I,	 being	 a	 Scout,	 decided	 to	 have	 a	 look	 around	
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and	 recognised	 a	 petrol	 filling	 station	 that	 was	 vaguely	 familiar.	 It	
suddenly	became	obvious	 it	was	 the	same	petrol	 station	that	 I	had	 filled	
up	 3	 vehicles	 at	 some	8	 years	 previous	 only	 in	 a	 “sunny”	 climate	 rather	
than	completely	covered	in	snow	before	marriage,	before	children.		

Some	6	years	later	we	returned	home,	had	a	house	built	in	Merrow,	
Surrey	and	started	life	in	grassy	outlooks	and	time	came	for	my	son	to	join	
Cubs	so	off	to	the	local	Scout	Group,	1st	Merrow,	as	they	were	preparing	
for	 a	 Jumble	 Sale.	 I	 was	 asked	 if	 I	 had	 ever	 been	 in	 Scouting,	 and	 my	
readers	here	will	know	my	answer	was	an	extended	yes!	Scott	got	straight	
into	 Cubs,	 I	 was	 asked	 to	 be	 Secretary	 of	 the	 Committee,	 a	 year	 later	 I	
became	Chairman	for	10	years,	then	20	years	as	Group	Scout	Leader	and	
have	just	retired	as	District	Commissioner	for	Guildford	East	after	nearly	8	
years,	so	I’ve	done	my	bit	for	Scouting	and	still	remain	in	uniform.	

I	did	say	earlier	“I’ll	come	to	that	later”	when	I	mentioned	“Bentley	
Copse”.	At	the	time	of	going	to	those	Cub	and	Scout	weekends	the	name	
of	 the	 place	 doesn’t	 really	 sink	 in	 at	 those	 very	 young	 ages	 but	 as	
mentioned	 earlier	 in	 “Voss”	 and	 recognising	 I’d	 been	 there	 before,	 my	
son’s	 first	 week-end	 Cub	 Camp	 after	 joining	 1st	 Merrow	 was	 to	 a	 place	
called	 “Bentley	 Copse”	 (name	 not	 meaning	 anything	 to	 me)	 and	 it	 was	
only	 4	 miles	 from	 where	 we	 lived.	 Off	 to	 Bentley	 Copse	 with	 Pauline,	
daughter	 Joanne	and	Cub	–	 Scott	 to	deliver	him	down	 this	 tight	 country	
lane	 and	 into	 this	 very	 tight	 entrance	 and	 there	 it	 was	 this	 immediate	
steep	 rise	 in	 road	 level	 and	 the	 memory	 hit	 me	 –	 two	 Cub	 and	 Scout	
weekends	 in	 deepest	 Surrey	 34	 years	 apart	 and	 on	 both	 occasions	 the	
“lorry”	got	grounded	and	we	had	to	get	out	so	the	driver	could	take	the	
gear	into	the	site.	

Bentley	Copse	is	still	4	miles	from	this	same	house	and	Scouting	has	
been	a	major	influence	in	my	complete	family.	Pauline	was	asked	to	help	
in	our	Group,	took	out	a	Warrant	and	completed	over	40	years	as	a	leader.	
Our	 daughter	 Joanne	 left	 the	 “Rangers”	 in	 Guildford	 and	 started	 the	 1st	
Merrow	 Beaver	 Colony	 (they	 now	 have	 3	 colonies).	 	 Our	 Grandchildren	
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have	all	been	involved	in	scouting	from	Cubs	onwards.		However	Joanne’s	
husband	Mark	has	never	put	on	a	Scout	uniform,	as	someone	has	to	stay	
at	home	and	do	the	housework!		

On	 St	 Georges	 Day	 2017,	 Pauline	 and	 I	 were	 presented	 with	 the	
“Silver	Acorn”	award	 for	many	years	of	active	 service	 to	Scouting.	These	
awards	 based	 on	 our	 experiences	 from	 all	 those	 dedicated	 people	 who	
were	and	still	are	members	of	2nd	Mortlake.			

I	dedicate	this	“History	of	my	Life	with	2nd	Mortlake”	to	Pauline	for	
all	 she	gave	 to	Guiding	and	Rangers	before	we	got	married	and	became	
the	person	to	back	me	up	in	all	I	did	and	also	to	raising	a	family	dedicated	
to	Scouting	and	sharing	Scouting	with	many,	many	people.		

There’s	Only	One	2nd	Mortlake!	
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Notes	on	2nd	Mortlake	Cubs	and	Scouts,	1966	to	1972	

By	Richard	Dunsford	

I	 joined	2nd	Mortlake	Cubs	in	1966.	At	this	time,	the	uniform	was	
brown	 shorts	 and	 woollen	 top,	 thin	 enough	 to	 be	 worn	 in	 all	 seasons,	
although	 in	 the	 winter	 we	 wore	 a	 layer	 underneath.	 I	 was	 surprised	 to	
discover,	 on	 visiting	 my	 parents	 recently,	 that	 my	 Cub	 sweater	 still	
survives.	At	this	time,	shorts,	with	a	leather	belt,	were	worn	by	everyone	–	
Cubs,	Scouts	and	Venture	Scouts,	as	well	as	many	of	the	adults.	The	scarf	
was	a	darker	brown,	held	in	place	with	a	leather	woggle,	with	a	badge	in	
one	corner	being	worn	at	the	back.	

While	I	was	still	in	the	Cubs,	new	entrants	began	to	wear	a	green	
top;	my	brother,	who	joined	the	Cubs	a	couple	of	years	later,	had	the	new	
uniform.	By	then	the	Scouts	and	Venture	Scouts	had	a	much	more	modern	
uniform,	 including	 long	trousers	and,	for	the	Scouts,	a	green	beret.	From	
memory,	 2nd	Mortlake	appeared	 to	 keep	 the	older-style	brown	uniforms	
longer	than	the	other	Scout	groups	in	the	area.		

In	 the	 Cubs,	 there	 was	 the	 opportunity	 to	 collect	 proficiency	
badges,	sewn	on	the	left	arm	of	the	uniform.	The	achievement	was	shown	
as	a	pictogram	with	no	descriptive	text,	although	sometimes	the	nature	of	
the	proficiency	was	not	obvious	from	the	badge.	Our	length	of	service	was	
marked	 by	 a	 small	metal	 star	 on	 a	 yellow	 felt	 background,	worn	 on	 the	
chest.	A	small	green	triangle	was	sewn	onto	the	left	arm	of	the	uniform;	I	
was	never	certain	of	its	significance.	

There	was	 also	 the	County	Badge,	which	 changed	while	 I	was	 in	
2nd	Mortlake	Cubs.	Although	the	county	council	boundary	had	changed	in	
1964,	when	I	began	in	the	Cubs	in	1966,	the	County	Badge	was	still	Surrey.	
It	 later	 changed	 to	Greater	 London	although	 those	who	already	had	 the	
Surrey	badge	continued	to	wear	it.	
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In	 the	 Cubs,	 I	 became	 a	 Sixer,	 which	 was	 shown	 by	 having	 two	
yellow	 bands	 around	 the	 left	 arm.	 The	 step	 before	 Sixer,	 known	 as	 a	
Seconder,	was	marked	by	a	single	yellow	band.	

When	I	 joined	the	Cubs,	there	was	still	 the	major	yearly	event	of	
the	 Gang	 Show.	 The	 first	 one	 I	 remember	 was	 held	 in	 the	 Wigan	 Hall,	
which	closed	in	1969	and	was	demolished	in	1972.	It	was	on	the	corner	of	
Alder	Road	and	North	Worple	Way.	The	Gang	Show	moved	to	the	Vernon	
Hall,	 part	 of	 the	 then	Congregational	 Church,	 later	 the	United	Reformed	
Church,	in	Vernon	Road.	

The	Gang	Shows,	which	were	elaborate	affairs,	consisted	of	short	
pieces,	 which	 could	 be	 singing,	 music	 or,	 in	 the	 case	 of	 the	 Cubs,	 very	
short	 plays.	 From	 what	 I	 can	 recall,	 Cubs,	 Scouts,	 Venture	 Scouts	 plus	
former	 Scouts	 and	 sometimes	 their	 wives	 all	 took	 part	 and	 invariably	
played	to	a	packed	house.	My	mother	recalls	Marjorie	Garnett,	wife	of	Ted	
Garnett,	who	was	one	of	the	scout	leaders,	playing	the	piano	and	singing	
songs	 from	 the	musical	 ‘Oliver’.	 I	 particularly	 remember	 taking	part	 as	 a	
Cub	in	a	scene	based	on	‘Sleeping	Beauty’,	which	was	a	surprising	choice	
for	a	Cub	group	consisting	at	 this	 time	only	of	boys!	Another	play	called	
‘Toy	Shop’	was	performed	 the	 following	year.	At	 the	 time	 these	 seemed	
long	plays	when	learning	the	lines,	although	looking	back	on	it	as	an	adult,	
I	 suspect	 that	 the	 running	 time	was	 very	 short	 indeed.	 The	whole	 show	
involved	a	great	deal	of	organisation	including	a	full	dress	rehearsal,	which	
gave	 a	 chance	 to	 see	 and	 hear	 the	 other	 songs	 and	 sketches.	 Everyone	
ended	up	on	stage	at	the	end	singing	the	traditional	‘Riding	Along	on	the	
Crest	of	a	Wave’.	

Each	 year,	 2nd	 Mortlake	 Cubs	 had	 a	 week-long	 summer	 camp.	 I	
remember	going	on	three:	Buckmore	Park,	near	Chatham	in	Kent,	the	New	
Forest	and	Oxfordshire.	Although	called	 ‘camps’,	we	did	not	 sleep	under	
canvas	but	 in	huts,	which	had	dormitories	equipped	with	bunk	beds.	The	
sites	differed	in	terms	of	facilities;	the	one	in	Kent	at	Buckmore	Park,	was	
very	 well	 equipped,	 having	 amongst	 other	 things	 an	 indoor	 swimming	
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pool.	Others	had	fewer	facilities,	but	conversely	had	more	direct	access	to	
the	surrounding	countryside.	In	Kent,	there	were	other	Cub	groups	staying	
on	the	site	at	the	same	time.		

The	 cub	 camps	were	 always	 very	well	 attended.	We	 travelled	 to	
camp	 from	the	Gym	 in	Alder	Road,	 sometimes	on	a	hired	double-decker	
bus.	

An	 improvised	 ‘tuck	 shop’	 was	 arranged	 by	 some	 of	 the	 adults,	
who	brought	with	them	a	wide	selection	of	sweets.	The	Cubs	were	able	to	
buy	sweets	each	day,	but	a	strict	 limit	was	put	on	the	amount	of	money	
that	could	be	spent	daily.	As	someone	who	did	not	visit	sweet	shops	often,	
I	 encountered	 for	 the	 first	 time	 classic	 sweets	 such	as	 sherbet	 fountains	
and	liquorice	sticks.	

On	 some	 evenings	 after	 dark	 there	would	 be	 a	 campfire.	Wood	
was	collected	during	the	day	by	the	cubs,	the	large	logs	by	the	adults,	and	
would	be	stacked	up	ready	to	be	lit.	We	would	sit	on	logs	arranged	around	
the	fire	and	it	would	be	spectacular	when	the	fire	got	going,	with	glowing	
embers	shooting	up	 into	the	night	sky.	One	of	the	organisers	would	 lead	
communal	 singing,	 which	 we	 were	 all	 encouraged	 to	 join	 in.	 I	 already	
knew	 most	 of	 the	 songs	 and	 everyone	 soon	 picked	 up	 the	 words	 and	
actions	of	any	they	didn’t	know.		

On	one	day	of	the	camp,	we	would	always	go	to	a	town	near	the	
site,	but	most	days	we	stayed	at	the	camp	where	there	were	games	and	
activities	 arranged	 for	 us.	 These	 included	 single	 activities,	 such	 as	
negotiating	 a	 rope	 suspended	 over	 a	 stream,	 although	 some	 sites	
incorporated	 an	 assault	 course,	 which	 involved	 climbing	 over	 walls,	
balancing	on	a	horizontal	telegraph	pole	suspended	over	the	ground	and	
scrambling	 under	 netting.	 A	 lot	 of	 the	 activities	 were	 in	 teams,	 which	
constantly	changed	throughout	the	week.	
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Camping	in	the	Scouts	was	different,	in	that	it	was	under	canvas.	I	
remember	 going	 to	 Hathersage	 in	 the	 Peak	 District.	 When	 I	 went,	 the	
number	 of	 Scouts	 from	 2nd	 Mortlake	 was	 small,	 consisting	 of	 mainly	
younger	 individuals	who	 had	 not	 camped	 before,	which	may	 have	 been	
the	reason	we	went	jointly	with	the	1st	Kew	Scout	group.		

The	 lack	of	our	expertise	was	brought	 into	 sharp	 focus	when	we	
had	 to	 cook	 sausages	 over	 a	 wood	 fire	 in	 the	 pouring	 rain.	 In	 the	 late	
afternoon,	 our	 firewood	 was	 still	 unlit	 and	 the	 sausages	 raw,	 while	 the	
two	 1st	 Kew	 patrols	 were	 enjoying	 their	 sausages.	 	 Our	 patrol	 leader,	
somewhat	older	than	the	rest	of	us,	entered	discussions	with	Kew	on	how	
they	managed	to	get	their	fires	to	light.	On	passing	what	I	think	was	a	10-
shilling	 note	 (50	 pence	 in	 today’s	 money)	 the	 secret	 was	 revealed	 and	
some	 firelighters	 were	 surreptitiously	 passed	 to	 us.	 Our	 sausages	 were	
eventually	eaten,	albeit	half-raw.		

During	the	camp,	we	had	a	 longer	exercise	 in	map-reading	which	
involved	being	dropped	off	away	 from	the	camp	and	navigating	our	way	
back,	which	required	a	bivouac	overnight	stay.	My	memory	is	that	we	just	
found	somewhere	to	stop,	but	I	am	sure	it	was	much	more	organised	and	
supervised.		

In	addition,	 there	were	some	weekend	camps.	 I	 remember	going	
to	one	at	Gilwell	Park	 in	northeast	 London,	which	 involved	Scout	groups	
from	all	over	London.		

Evening	 meetings	 would	 take	 place	 at	 the	 Gym	 in	 Alder	 Road,	
aspects	of	which	do	not	appear	to	have	changed	since	my	time	in	the	Cubs	
and	Scouts,	in	particular	the	internal	wooden	panelling	in	the	main	hall.		

In	 the	 Scouts	 I	 remember	 one	 task	 at	 the	 Gym,	 which	 involved	
making	tea	on	a	primus	stove.	Each	patrol	was	issued	with	a	primus	stove	
and	a	tea	bag.	Lighting	the	primus	stove	went	well;	however,	the	tea	bag	
spent	so	much	time	on	the	floor	while	waiting	for	the	primus	stove	to	boil	
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that	I	had	the	tea	bag	put	in	the	lukewarm	water	as	my	reckoning	was	that	
once	the	water	had	heated	it	would	come	to	the	same	thing	as	putting	the	
tea	bag	into	boiling	water.	The	resulting	tea	was	undrinkable!	

Sometimes	 the	 activities	 were	 away	 from	 Alder	 Road	 and	 could	
involve	a	competition	between	patrols	to	answer	a	set	of	questions	based	
on	 gathering	 information	 on	 locations	 close	 by	 in	 Mortlake.	 It	 paid	 to	
remember	the	date	carved	on	the	plaque	on	St.	Mary’s	church	–	1543,	 if	
my	 memory	 is	 good	 –	 as	 this	 question	 was	 invariably	 included.	 I	 also	
remember	a	police	patrol	car	quizzing	us	carefully	while	we	crowded	into	
a	telephone	box,	as	the	activity	was	to	get	its	telephone	number.		

Church	 Parades	 were	 a	 regular	 feature,	 occurring	 I	 believe	
monthly.	Cubs,	Scouts	and	Venture	Scouts	would	march	from	Alder	Road	
to	St.	Mary’s	Parish	Church	accompanied	by	a	full	marching	band	made	up	
mainly	of	Venture	Scouts.	Local	people	would	turn	out	to	see	us	along	the	
route.	 On	 the	way	 to	 the	 church	we	marched	 along	 the	 narrow	 Church	
Path	 three-abreast	although	 I	don’t	 remember	meeting	anyone	 trying	 to	
walk	in	the	opposite	direction.	

The	 band	 instruments	 were	 kept	 in	 one	 of	 the	 opening	 floor	
sections	 at	 Alder	 Road,	 and	 comprised	 wind,	 brass	 and	 percussion	
instruments,	 including	 a	 bass	 drum	 worn	 strapped	 to	 the	 drummer’s	
chest.	

Once	at	St.	Mary’s	Church	we	filled	much	of	the	church	and	took	it	
in	 turns	 to	 read	 the	 lesson;	 I	 remember	 doing	 this	 on	 one	 occasion.	
Following	the	service,	the	band	would	re-form	and	we	all	marched	back	to	
Alder	Road.	The	 regular	church	parades	at	St.	Mary’s	would	only	 involve	
2nd	Mortlake.	However,	each	year,	close	to	St.	George’s	Day,	there	would	
be	 a	 Church	 Parade	of	 all	 the	 Scout	 groups	 in	 the	District,	 often	held	 at	
Richmond.		
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I	remember	a	few	occasions	when	the	whole	of	the	2nd	Mortlake	
Scout	Group	would	get	together	at	Alder	Road	where	long	tables	had	been	
laid	the	length	of	the	Gym.	We	sat	on	benches	on	either	side	of	the	tables	
and	 were	 served	 up	 afternoon	 tea	 consisting	 of	 sandwiches,	 cake	 and	
large	amounts	of	 tea,	prepared	and	served	by	 former	Scouts,	along	with	
their	wives	and	girlfriends.	

One	 of	 these	 occasions	 was	 in	 1967	 when	Mr	 Jarvis,	 the	 Group	
Scout	Master,	 stood	 down.	 Another	 was	 the	 celebration	 in	 1969	 of	 the	
50th	anniversary	of	the	founding	of	2nd		Mortlake.		

In	 the	 late	 1960s,	 2nd	 Mortlake	 Cubs	 took	 part	 in	 a	 number	 of	
competitions	arranged	between	cub	groups	 in	 the	district.	 	 The	athletics	
took	place	at	Barn	Elms	Playing	Fields	and	swimming	at	what	was	then	the	
very	 new	Richmond	Baths	 in	 the	Old	Deer	 Park.	 I	was	 a	member	 of	 the	
teams	in	1969	that	won	shields	for	athletics	and	swimming,	both	of	which	
were	reported	in	the	local	paper.		

2nd	Mortlake	was	an	important	part	of	my	childhood.	I	was	a	Sixer	
in	the	Cubs	and	a	Patrol	Leader	in	the	Scouts.	Both	Cubs	and	Scouts	were	
not	school-orientated	and	gave	the	opportunity	to	meet	boys	from	other	
schools	and	doing	activities	across	age	groups.												

While	 I	 was	 in	 the	 Scouts,	 a	 course	 on	 electrical	 theory	 and	
electronics	 was	 arranged	 over	 a	 number	 of	 weeks,	 open	 to	 the	 various	
Scout	 groups	 in	 the	 area.	 I	 was	 the	 only	 one	 from	 2nd	 Mortlake	 who	
attended.	 It	 consisted	 of	 talks	 on	 theory	 and	 over	 the	 following	 weeks	
each	of	us	built	a	simple	oscillator,	using	discrete	components.	We	were	
each	given	a	pack	of	electrical	components	and	a	Vero	board	to	which	we	
had	to	solder	the	components.	This	Scout	initiative	was	instrumental	in	my	
decision	 to	 study	 Electrical	 Engineering	 at	 university	 and	my	 subsequent	
career	as	a	Chartered	Engineer.		
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PHOTOGRAPHS	

	
First	Group	Photograph	-	1919

	

	
2ME	Band	-	1960-61	
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Jarvo	retiring	as	Group	Scout	Master	–	1966	

	

	
Gang	Show	Programme	-	1967	
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Setting	off	for	Cub	Camp	-	1969	

	
Cubs	District	Athletics	Shield	-	1969		
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Group	50th	Anniversary	Celebration	–	1969	

	
	

		 	
Swimming	Gala	&	Christmas	Fair	–	1969	
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Hall	Renovations	Re-Opening	Party	-	2017	

	
Beavers	Cyclist	Badge	–	2018	

	
New	Cubs	Investiture	-	2018	
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Scouts	Expedition	Challenge	Badge	-	2018	

	
Remembrance	Sunday	–	2018	

	 	
Scouts	District	Cooking	Competition	–	2019	
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Centenary	Camp	-	2019	

	
Group	Photograph	-	2018
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TIMELINE	

1899		Robert	 Baden-Powell	writes	 “Aids	 to	 Scouting”	 for	 British	 soldiers.		
It	becomes	popular	with	boys	in	England.	

1907		25th	July,	Baden-Powell	takes	21	adolescents	to	camp	on	Brownsea	
Island.	 	 He	 teaches	 them	 observation,	 woodcraft,	 lifesaving,	
patriotism,	boating	and	chivalry	among	other	things.	

1908		24th	 January,	 Baden-Powell	 publishes	 first	 instalment	 of	 “Scouting	
for	Boys”.	By	the	end	of	the	year	there	are	60,000	Boy	Scouts.	

1909		Ten	thousand	scouts	attend	the	first	national	Boy	Scout	meeting	at	
Crystal	Palace.	In	March,	the	1st	Richmond	Scout	Group	is	set	up	in	
St	Matthias’	Church	by	Rev	Claude	Beckwith.	

1910		Girl	Guides	launched.	

1914		Rev.	 Claude	 Beckwith	 becomes	 the	 District	 Commissioner	 for	
Richmond	 Area.	 WH	 Warner	 oversees	 building	 of	 Gym	 on	 Alder	
Road	 at	 a	 cost	 of	 £450.	 The	 Sea	 Scouts	 (1st	Mortlake)	 and	 Church	
Lads	Brigade	use	it	as	a	headquarters.	

1916		Baden-Powell	organises	Wolf	Cubs,	for	boys	under	11.	

1918		Baden-Powell	 shifts	 emphasis	 of	 Scouting	 in	 direction	 of	
internationalism	and	pacifism.		

1919		On	 11th	 June	 at	 6	 p.m	 at	 the	 National	 School,	 the	 first	 nine	 boys	
made	the	Scout	Promise	and	were	invested	by	the	Rev.	Mr	Benson,	
they	were	officially	the	8th	Richmond,	but	were	allowed	to	add	“(2nd	
Mortlake)”.	 	 All	 but	 one	of	 the	Church	 Lads	Brigade	 followed	 suit.	
20th	June	-	Foundation	of	Wolf	Cub	Pack,	led	by	Mrs	Woollett.	22nd	
August	 -	 the	 Rovers	 are	 founded	 for	 the	 boys	 of	 the	 Church	 Lads	
Brigade	 too	 old	 for	 the	 Scouts.	 Cubs	 and	 Scouts	 camp	 at	
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Shepperton.	 In	 November,	 there	 is	 the	 first	 inspection	 by	 District	
Commissioner	Rev.	Claude	Beckwith.		He	declared	“the	2nd	Mortlake	
were	the	smartest	Troop	in	the	March	Past.”	By	this	time	there	are	
30	Wolf	Cubs,	42	Scouts	and	6	Rovers.	The	newly	carved	totem	pole	
was	presented	on	14th	November.	A.H.	“Skipper”	Marsh	appointed	
2nd	Mortlake	Scoutmaster	in	December.	The	first	official	photograph	
was	taken	of	the	Troop	on	14th	December.	

1920		 First	 International	Scout	 Jamboree.	 	The	cellars	under	 the	National	
Schools	were	made	available	to	the	2nd	Mortlake,	and	were	forever	
after	 known	 as	 “the	 Dungeons”.	 	 Band	 practices	 and	 so	 on	 were	
held	 there.	 First	 concert	 of	many	 by	 the	 2nd	Mortlake	 	 “Sheiks”	 	 -	
FIRST	 DISPLAY	 AND	 CONCERT	 -	 raises	 £32.	 Tickets	 cost	 3/6	 (three	
shillings	and	sixpence),	2/6	and	1/.	The	first	member	of	2nd	Mortlake	
to	win	the	award	of	First	Class	Scout	did	so	in	April.	Cub	and	Scout	
camps	at	Coldharbour.	 (“All	 Scouts	 showed	good	humour,	 but	 the	
weather	was	not	good.”)	First	 Jumble	sale	raises	£12,	and	pays	for	
the	first	trek-cart.	First	Church	Parade	is	held	on	the	fourth	Sunday	
in	November,	 and	on	 the	 fourth	 Sunday	of	 each	month	hereafter.		
Parade	 led	 by	 the	 Troop’s	 Fife	 and	Drum	 band.	 T.	 Bullen	 replaces	
A.J.	Hill	as	Treasurer.	

1921	 Cub	camp	at	Farnham,	Scout	camp	at	Weybridge.	

1922		The	 first	 census	 of	 its	 kind	 puts	 the	 number	 of	 Scouts	 across	 the	
world	as	1,019,205.	Cub	camp	at	Farnham,	Scout	camp	at	Beaulieu.	

1923		 Foundation	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	 Committee.	 1st	 Mortlake	 Sea	 Scouts	
move	headquarters	from	Gym	to	own	building	next	door.	Cub	camp	
at	Bovingdon.	

1924		 Four	rooms	built	on	north	side	of	Gym.	“Farthing	Fund”	set	up.		The	
collection	 of	 9,000	 farthings	 is	 enough	 to	 buy	 the	 Troop	 a	 piano.	
Cub	and	Scout	camps	at	Middleton-on-Sea.	



	 40	

1925		April,	The	2nd	Mortlake	Troop	is	present	at	the	unveiling	of	the	East	
Sheen	 War	 Memorial.	 Cub	 camp	 at	 Leysdowne,	 Scout	 camp	 in	
France.	

1926		Purchase	of	 second	Trek-cart.	Cub	camp	at	 Leysdown,	Scout	 camp	
at	Kewstoke.	

1927		 Formation	of	Troop	Committee.	Troop	and	Pack	at	County	Rally	 in	
Ranmore	 in	 presence	 of	 Baden-Powell.	 Scout	 Camp	 at	 Hayling	
Island.	

1928		Cubs,	Scouts	and	Rovers	consolidated	into	one	Group,	with	a	Group	
Scout	 Master.	 	 The	 first	 to	 hold	 the	 post	 for	 2nd	 Mortlake	 is	
“Skipper”	 Marsh.	 Pack	 wins	 Association	 Challenge	 Flag.	 Cub	 and	
Scout	 camp	 at	 Goring-on-Sea.	 Duchess	 of	 York	 (later	 Queen	
Elizabeth,	 The	Queen	Mother)	 lays	 foundation	 stone	 of	 All	 Saints,	
East	Sheen.		Troop	form	Guard	of	Honour.	

1929		Tenth	 concert	 watched	 by	 1,300	 people	 raises	 £80.	 2nd	 Mortlake	
represented	 at	World	 Jamboree	 at	 Arrowe	 Park.	 Cubs	 and	 Scouts	
camp	at	Goring-on-Sea.	

1930		Number	 of	 Scouts	 in	 Britain	 put	 at	 438,000.	 Pack	 wins	 Associate	
Challenge	Flag.		Troop	wins	Mears	Shield	(football).	Cubs	and	Scouts	
camp	at	Walkford.	 First	 issue	of	Group	Bulletin,	 issued	 six	 times	 a	
year.		Known	as	“Bulletin	no.	[number]”,	it	would	not	be	named	for	
nearly	two	decades,	

1931		Troop	retained	Mears	Shield.	Cubs	and	Scouts	camp	at	Rustington.	

1932		 First	Medal	 of	Merit	 awarded	 to	 “Skipper”	Marsh.	 Troop	 retained	
Mears	Shield.	Cubs	and	Scouts	camp	at	Rustington.	

1933		The	cub	band	–	the	ONLY	cub	band	in	the	country	–	was	ordered	to	
disband.	 Collection	 of	 stuffed	 birds	 presented	 to	 2nd	 Mortlake	
Museum,	 third	 room	 on	 right	 of	 Gym.	 Cubs	 and	 Scouts	 camp	 at	
Rustington.	
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1934		Two	concerts	held,	one	in	February	and	one	in	November.	Cubs	and	
Scouts	camp	at	Rustington.	

1935	 Mr	 Jackson	 took	 over	 leadership	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	 from	 “Skipper”	
Marsh,	who	moved	away	from	the	area.	

1936		 Scouts	camp	at	Morecomblake.	

1937		Cubs	and	Scouts	camp	at	East	Runton,	near	Cromer.	

1938		Raymond	Gill	took	over	leadership	of	2nd	Mortlake	from	Mr	Jackson.		

Scout	pageant	at	Albert	Hall	 includes	five	members	of	Troop.	Cubs	
camp	 at	 Farnham,	 Scouts	 camp	 at	 Morecomblake.	 Nationwide	
appeal	 to	help	Scout	 funds	after	“alarm”	had	been	expressed.	 	2nd	
Mortlake	 raised	more	money	 by	 various	means	 and	 sent	 it	 to	 the	
International	Headquarters.	

1939		Cubs	and	Scouts	camp	at	Kingston,	near	Corfe.	Twenty-first	concert	
cancelled	because	of	the	outbreak	of	War.	

1939	-	45			The	War	Years		

Gym	 stores	 used	 for	 Home	 Guard’s	 armoury.	 Skylights	 of	 Gym	
painted	black,	and	sheeting	is	placed	over	the	windows	because	of	
the	blackout.	Cubs	meet	on	Saturday	afternoon	rather	than	Tuesday	
evening	because	of	night-time	air	raids.	The	Scouts	only	fail	to	meet	
twice	 during	 the	 war,	 both	 times	 because	 of	 fog	 that	 makes	 the	
boys’	 trips	 to	 the	 Gym	 difficult.	 Scouts	 who	went	 camping	 during	
the	war	remember	cheering	as	they	saw	enemy	aircraft	being	shot	
down.	From	1941	Harold	Jarvis,	commonly	known	as	“Jarvo”	keeps	
the	 troop	 running	 throughout	 the	 war,	 despite	 the	 difficulties	 of	
rationing	 of	 food	 and	 clothes,	 the	 air	 raids,	 blackouts	 and	 other	
problems.	One	member	who	left	the	group	to	fight	 in	the	war	was	
captured	 in	 France	 and	 held	 at	 a	 Prisoner	 of	 War	 camp	 for	 five	
years.	 	 He	 later	 recalled	 “I	 can	 honestly	 say	 that	 all	 my	 Scout	
training	 helped	 a	 great	 deal	 to	 see	me	 through	 those	 five	 years	 –	
such	 things	 as	 self-sufficiency,	 cheerfulness	 under	 difficulties	 –	 oh	
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so	many	ways.		I	even	managed	to	get	a	card	to	2nd	Mortlake	while	I	
was	a	PoW;	it	arrived	on	June	11th”.	

Many	of	the	2nd	Mortlake	current	and	alumni	scouts	joined	up	and	
went	on	active	service.		Those	who	did	not	return	were:	

John	Griffin	

Jack	Hart	

L.	Hurley	

A.	Reeves	

G.	Sabbage	

H.	Sutton	

	

1940		2nd	Mortlake	add	tapestry	badge	to	back	of	scarves,	as	a	tribute	to	
the	most	famous	of	Mortlake’s	industries.	

1941		 Jarvo	took	over	leadership	of	2nd	Mortlake	from	Raymond	Gill.	

1942		Arthur	 Somers-Cocks,	 6th	 Baron	 Somers	 becomes	 Chief	 Scout	
following	retirement	of	Baden-Powell	

1943		 Scouts	 camping	 at	 Chessington	 Zoo	 heard	 the	 anti-aircraft	 guns	
firing,	 and	 cheered	 so	 loudly	 that	 they	 started	 the	 nearby	 lions	
roaring.	

1944		Air	Scout	Patrol	formed.	Uniform	includes	blue	scarf.	

1945		Thomas	Corbett,	2nd	Baron	Rowallan,	becomes	Chief	Scout	of	British	
Commonwealth	 and	 Empire.	 Stripping	 down	 his	 motorbike	 in	 the	
museum,	 Laurie	Godfrey	 accidentally	 sets	 fire	 to	 the	 room	and	 its	
exhibits.		The	room	becomes	the	Stores.	

1946		After	the	war,	the	official	figures	show	2nd	Mortlake	has	30	cubs,	15	
Scouts	 and	 6	 Rovers	 at	 home,	 and	 20	 in	 HM	 Forces.	 	 Clothes	
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rationing	 was	 hindering	 proper	 uniforms	 being	 worn.	 Following	
recommendations	 in	1942	 from	Chief	Scout	Lord	Somers,	 separate	
provisions	for	15-year-old	Scouts	are	set	up	

1947		No	more	Scouts	were	to	be	accepted	for	2nd	Mortlake	this	year,	as	
there	were	already	43	in	the	Troop.		There	was	a	waiting	list	to	join	
the	cubs.	The	Gym	was	described	as	being	in	a	dangerous	state;	the	
floor	was	“likely	to	collapse”.	

1948		Baden-Powell	dies.	

1949		Bob-a-Job	week	starts.	After	19	years,	and	30	editions	the	quarterly	
Bulletin	 is	renamed	PIP,	an	acronym	for	Parade	of	 Information	and	
Personalities.	Iron	railings	are	fitted	outside	Gym,	and	a	new	floor	is	
laid	inside.	Former	Scouts	form	a	Guild.	

1950		All	ten	leaders	and	boys	of	the	1st	Mortlake	Sea	Scouts	on	board	the	
Wangle	 III	 drown	 on	 their	 return	 trip	 from	 France.	 	 Six	 of	 their	
bodies	wash	up	later,	and	their	grave	on	the	Dutch	island	of	Texel	is	
still	 tended	 by	 the	 local	 Scouts.	 	 The	 other	 four	 bodies	 are	 never	
found.	

1953		After	discussions	about	Scouts	becoming	“too	slack”,	it	was	decided	
that	“In	future	we	Scouters	will	expect	a	salute,	not	just	a	nod	or	a	
wave	of	the	hand	when	passing	in	the	streets	and	we	shall	expect	all	
Scouters	to	be	addressed	in	a	courteous	manner	and	not	spoken	to	
familiarly	as	equals”.	

1954		New	 flag	 dedicated,	 27th	 June.	 Re-formed	 Band	 makes	 first	
appearance	 leading	 Troop	 to	 Christ	 Church	 for	 Church	 Parade	 on	
fourth	Sunday	in	September.	

1955		 Large	 Boer	 War	 Scout	 hat	 replaced	 by	 beret.	 Older	 ex-Army	
member	 of	 2nd	Mortlake	 band	 wears	 old	 khaki	 battle	 top.	 	 Other	
members	of	Troop	allowed	to	do	so,	and	this	change	rapidly	spreads	
to	other	Groups.	The	Band	marched	out	of	Buckingham	Palace	and	
played	down	the	Mall.	 In	 the	 reopened	Wigan	Hall	 “although	2ME	
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did	 nothing	 differently	 from	 their	 normal	 manner”,	 the	 Group	
received	 a	 letter	 from	 the	 Wigan	 Hall	 Committee	 complimenting	
“the	Boys”	on	their	behaviour	in	the	concert.	

1956	 “Rover	 Plan”	 formulated,	 insisting	 on	 upper	 age	 limit	 of	 23.	 	 2nd	
Mortlake	was	not	the	only	Group	to	worry	what	this	might	 lead	to	
restricting	 the	numbers	 of	 young	 adults	who	had	 “by	 training	 and	
tradition,	been	both	available	and	willing	to	put	back	into	the	Group	
as	Service,	something	of	which	they	had	been	given	when	younger”.	

1957	 Cubs	win	Challenge	Flag,	Scouts	win	Camp	Craft	competition.	Dutch	
Scouts	camped	in	Gym.	

1958		Mrs	Jarvis	retired	as	Akela,	being	replaced	by	Mrs	Edmonds.	

1959		 Sir	 Charles	 Maclean	 becomes	 Chief	 Scout	 of	 the	 Commonwealth.	
National	 Service	 ended.	 	 From	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 this	 history,	 it	
meant	 that	 Scouts	 could	 go	 straight	 on	 to	 Rovers	 without	 a	 two-
year	gap.	

1961		BP	Guild	of	ex-2nd	Mortlake	Scouts	wound	up	as	members	lived	too	
far	away	from	each	other	to	be	effective.	

1962		 Sea	 Scouts	 building	 burnt	 down.	 	 Despite	 worries	 about	 the	 fire	
spreading,	 the	 Gym	 was	 unaffected,	 and	 the	 Sea	 Scouts	 were	
offered	the	use	of	the	building	for	their	meetings	on	Mondays	and	
Thursdays.	

1963		Group	 accounts	 show	 that	 the	 cost	 of	 running	 the	 Group	 was	
£305/18/11	 (£308,	 18	 shillings	 and	 11	 pence).	 	 A	 little	 over	 this	
amount	 was	 raised;	 £60	 came	 from	 subs,	 and	 the	 rest	 from	 the	
concert,	sale	and	bob-a-job.	

1966		Bill	Southgate	took	over	leadership	of	2nd	Mortlake	from	Jarvo	after	
25	 years,	 following	 Chief	 Scout’s	 “Advance	 Party”	 report	 that	
Scoutmasters	should	retire	aged	65.	Also	according	to	the	Advance	
Party	report,	the	“wearing	of	shorts	by	members	of	the	Movement	
is	one	of	the	most	damaging	aspects	of	our	present	public	 image”.		
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They	recommend	the	Scout	uniform	should	be	a	 long-sleeved	dark	
green	shirt,	and	trousers	in	“mushroom”	brown,	replacing	shorts.	

1967		Revised	 Scout	 Law	 and	 Promise.	 	 New	 uniform	 and	 emblem	 for	
Scouts.	Venture	Scouts	founded.	

1968		2nd	Mortlake	bought	Bedford	minibus.	

1969		200	Club	founded.		Members	pay	one	shilling	per	week.		Half	of	the	
total	 is	awarded	 in	prize	draws	to	the	members,	 the	other	half	 for	
2nd	Mortlake	funds.	 	The	Post	Office	used	the	Gym	in	December	to	
store	the	extra	Christmas	post.		The	Group	was	not	allowed	to	have	
meetings	during	this	month	for	the	next	five	years.	

1970		Troop	 made	 dolls	 house	 and	 furniture	 to	 present	 to	 the	 Railway	
Orphanage	 at	 Woking.	 Cubs	 camp	 in	 Youlbury,	 Scouts	 join	 Kew	
Group	for	two	week	camp	in	Peak	District	Venture	Unit	to	Scotland,	
and	 also	 caving	 in	 Wales.	 Gates	 erected	 between	 1st	 and	 2nd	
Mortlake	huts.	

1971		A	 new	 Ford	 Transit	 minibus	 was	 bought	 for	 £430.	 Cubs	 camp	 in	
Bognor,	Scouts	in	Hereford	(jointly	with	Kew	again),	Venture	Scouts	
in	France.	A	Group	Dinner	Dance	was	such	a	success	that	it	became	
an	annual	tradition.	The	last	of	the	2nd	Mortlake	concerts	was	held.	

1972		 Sir	 William	 Gladstone	 appointed	 Chief	 Scout	 of	 UK	 and	 Overseas	
Territories.	 2nd	 Mortlake	 subs	 rose	 from	 two	 and	 a	 half	 pence	 a	
week	 to	 three-pence	 a	week.	 Cubs	 camp	 at	 Hayling	 Island.	Wigan	
Hall,	 next	 to	 the	 Gym,	 the	 venue	 for	 the	 famous	 Scout	 shows	 for	
many	years,	knocked	down	after	82	years.	

1973		Ted	 Garnett	 took	 over	 leadership	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	 from	 Bill	
Southgate.	Derek	Carr	promoted	to	Chairman.	Running	costs	of	the	
Group	 estimated	 at	 £100	 a	 year.	 Cubs	 camp	 at	 Tunbridge	 Wells,	
Scouts	 (jointly	 with	 Kew	 again)	 at	 Bridgewater,	 Venture	 Scouts	 at	
Andorra.	
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1974		 “Skipper”	Marsh,	2nd	Mortlake’s	 first	Scoutmaster	dies.	Subs	raised	
from	3p	to	5p	a	week.	Venture	Scouts	build	four	fibreglass	canoes.		
Fibreglass	 “found	 in	 the	 most	 unlikely	 areas	 of	 the	 Gym”.	 Cubs	
camp	 at	 Youlbury,	 led	 by	Marion	 Davies	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 Scouts	
(jointly	with	Kew	for	the	fourth	and	last	time)	at	Hereford.	Venture	
Scouts	visited	Ardeche.	2nd	Mortlake	began	collecting	waste	paper,	
mostly	 newspapers.	 	 The	 first	 collection	 weighed	 over	 two	 tons,	
which	 raised	 £33.60.	 After	 five	 years,	 the	 Post	 Office	 no	 longer	
required	the	Gym,	and	meetings	could	be	held	again	in	December.	

1975		 Subs	 doubled	 from	 5p	 a	 week	 to	 10p	 a	 week.	 Scouts	 camp	 at	
Petersfield.	 Venture	 Scouts	 went	 to	 Yugoslavia.	 Waste	 paper	
collecting	was	suspended	as	mills	were	overstocked.	

1976		Girls	allowed	to	join	Venture	Scouts.	In	their	golden	jubilee	year,	the	
Cubs	 won	 a	 County	 Commissioners	 Pennant.	 Scouts	 camped	 at	
Burwash,	sharing	a	camp	fire	with	a	Girl	Guide	Company	who	were	
camping	nearby.	Waste	paper	collecting	restarted.	For	the	first	time	
2nd	Mortlake	had	a	stall	at	Barnes	Fair.	It	raised	£67.	A	Ford	Transit	
minibus	was	bought	for	£1,080.	

1977		Alan	 Lawes,	 Mrs	 Lawes	 and	 Tom	 Hicks	 awarded	 Thanks	 badges.	
John	Ellis	awarded	Long	Service	Decoration.	The	Band’s	instruments	
were	sold	for	£100,	and	the	old	Transit	van	for	£7.	Cubs	and	Scouts	
camp	at	Wokingham.	

1978		 In	the	District	events,	the	Cubs	won	the	Sports,	and	the	Scouts	the	
Cross-Country.	Mrs	Jarvis	died	after	being	a	Cub	leader	for	38	years.	
Pack	 holiday	 in	 Bournemouth,	 Scouts	 camp	 at	 Haslemere	 and	
Venture	 Scouts	 practiced	 canoeing	 on	 the	 Thames,	 and	 then	
camped	at	the	Wye	Valley.	

1979		Numbers	had	fallen,	with	27	Cubs,	12	Scouts	and	12	Venture	Scouts.									
Outside	of	Gym	painted,	and	lavatories	 improved.	New	shirts	were	
bought	 for	 the	 Cubs’	 football	 team.	 Cubs	 to	 Youlbury,	 Scouts	 to	
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Wokingham,	 Venture	 Unit	 to	 Norfolk	 Broads.	 Ron	 Golding	 stood	
down	as	Scout	Leader	after	over	thirty	years	of	service	to	the	Troop.		

	 Bob	Docwra	took	over	role	of	Chairman	from	Derek	Carr	

1980		New	gas	heaters	 installed	 in	Gym,	£100	each.	Cub	Pack	and	Scout	
Troop	 to	 Burwash	 in	 the	 year	 of	 the	 great	 thunderstorm.	 Cubs’	
sponsored	 silence	 raised	 £191.63.	 Venture	 unit’s	 activities	 now	
included	rifle	shooting.	

1981		Outside	 of	 Gym	 painted.	 Group	 sponsored	 walk	 round	 Richmond	
Park	 raises	 £300.	 Cub	 Pack	 to	 Gilwell,	 Scout	 Troop	 to	 Liphook,	
Venture	Unit	to	Brittany.	

1982		The	Year	of	 the	Scout.	Major-General	Michael	 JH	Walsh	appointed	
Chief	Scout.	First	of	many	Barn	dances	held.	Cubs	attend	part	of	the	
75	Years	of	Scouting	Camp	on	their	way	to	their	camp	at	Youlbury.		
Scouts	 camp	 at	 Stroud,	 including	 joint	 activities	 with	 Guide	
company	 next	 door.	 Floor	 concreted	 in	 2nd	Mortlake	 Garage.	 Two	
hundred	and	fifty	tapestry	badges	were	ordered.		This	is	estimated	
to	be	enough	for	twenty	years.	

1983		Donald	 Chalker	 and	 Chris	 Dawe	 represent	 pack	 in	 Jamboree	 in	
Canada.	16	Scouts	and	24	Guides	enjoyed	a	Joint	Activity	Weekend.	
Cub	pack	to	Youlbury	with	six	cubs	from	Petersham	and	Ham	pack.	
The	 last	Group	Dinner	Dance	was	held	and	 replaced	with	a	dinner	
for	 Executive	 Committee	 Members	 and	 leaders.	 Newspaper	
collections	 were	 discontinued,	 instead	 computer	 paper	 was	
collected.	
	

1984		Minibus	sold	for	£250,	and	a	new	one	bought	for	£1,950.	Cub	Pack	
to	 Downe,	 Scout	 Troop	 to	 Wye	 Valley,	 transported	 in	 new	 van.		
Catherine	Robinson	took	over	role	of	Chairman	from	Bob	Docwra	

1985		 Interior	 of	 Gym	 painted.	 Cub	 pack	 collected	 pennies	 in	 Smarties	
tubes.		The	1p	pieces	added	up	to	£35	for	the	Ethiopia	Appeal.	They	
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also	 raised	 £100	 for	 the	 Bishop’s	 Lent	 Appeal	 from	 a	 sponsored	
silence.	Cub	Pack	to	Gilwell,	Scout	Troop	to	Petersfield	

1986		Beavers	started.	 	2nd	Mortlake	is	one	of	the	country’s	first	Colonies	
of	 Beavers	 with	 Gary	 Whitehorn	 as	 Beaver	 Scout	 Leader	 and	
Jennifer	Kay	as	Assistant.	Cub	Pack	 to	Kingsdowne,	Scout	Troop	 to	
Tytherington,	Scout	Troop	to	Netherlands.	Borough	Camp	at	Walton	
Firs,	where	 2nd	Mortlake	mixed	with	 other	 groups	 from	Richmond	
and	Twickenham.	

1987		Cub	Pack	to	Kingsdowne,	Scout	Troop	to	Petersfield.	Beaver	Colony	
visited	HMS	Beaver	at	Portsmouth.	The	annual	Christmas	Good	Turn	
collected	a	record	£221	for	local	charities.	

1988		 Sir	 Garth	 Morrison	 appointed	 Chief	 Scout.	 Jarvo	 dies	 after	 being	
associated	with	2nd	Mortlake	for	63	years.	Beavers	adopted	a	beaver	
at	 the	 zoo,	 and	 later	 the	 Colony	 went	 to	 see	 it.	 Outside	 of	 Gym	
painted	 and	 ground	 concreted.	 Of	 28	 Scouts	 in	 the	 District	 Cross	
Country	run	in	Richmond	Park,	10	were	from	2nd	Mortlake.	Cub	Pack	
to	 Downe,	 Scouts	 to	 Les	 Mangys	 in	 Guernsey,	 after	 raising	
£3,337.30	over	many	months.	

1989		All	 headgear	 abolished	 for	 both	 Cubs	 and	 Scouts.	 Cub	 Pack	 to	
Poynings,	 Scout	 Troop	 to	 Bassenthwaite	 (jointly	 with	 1st/4th	
Reddish),	Venture	Unit	to	Brittany.	Cub	football	team	won	both	the	
District	Football	League	and	the	6-a-side	Football.	

1990		All	 sections	 of	 the	 Scout	 movement	 become	 co-educational.	 Girls	
are	to	be	admitted	to	all	of	Scouting’s	Associations,	though	it	is	not	
compulsory	 to	 accept	 them;	 2nd	 Mortlake	 does	 not.	 2nd	 Mortlake	
Beavers	disbanded	because	there	are	no	leaders.	Subs	increased	to	
40p	 a	 week.	 Cub	 pack	 to	 Kingsdown,	 Scout	 Troop	 to	 Guernsey,	
Venture	Unit	sailed	round	the	Isle	of	Wight.	Birch	tree	planted	in	St	
Mary’s	churchyard	in	honour	of	Jarvo.	

1991		Numbers	rising,	with	30	cubs,	32	Scouts	and	8	Venture	Scouts.		
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Andrew	Harrop	represents	the	Group	at	the	Jamboree	in	Korea.	Cub	
Arrow	Awards	replaced	by	other	awards.	Cub	Pack	to	Gilwell,	Scout	
Troop	to	Bassenthwaite.	 Ron	Golding	dies	after	being	in	the	Group	
for	59	years.	

1992		Bob-a-Job	 week	 officially	 ended.	 2nd	 Mortlake	 awarded	 Silver	
Certificate	 for	 their	 efforts	 in	 the	 Promise	 Appeal.	 Cub	 Pack	 to	
Youlbury,	where	 the	 21	 Cubs	 gain	 97	 Proficiency	 badges	 between	
them.	Scout	Troop	to	Berck,	France	

1993	 Group	 gets	 own	 Charity	 Number	 1021519.	 Cubs	 fill	 six	 large	 shoe	
boxes	 for	 Outreach	 in	 Romania	 (“Life	 in	 a	 Shoe	 Box”).	 	 They	 also	
raise	 £273	 for	Well	 Care	 in	 Twickenham	 and	 After	 School	 Care	 in	
Mortlake	by	a	sponsored	silence.	Andrew	Howard-Smith	took	over	
as	Chairman	from	Catherine	Robinson	

1994	 75th	 birthday	 of	 2nd	Mortlake	 celebrated	with	 a	 tea	 party	 for	 past	
and	 present	 members.	 2nd	 Mortlake	 Beavers	 restarted.	 Cost	 of	
running	 the	 Group	 was	 “nearly	 £5,000”	 a	 year.	 Fund-raising	 from	
jumble	 sales,	 bag	 packing	 etc.	 Cubs	 provide	 boxes	 of	 presents	 for	
children	in	Bosnia	and	Croatia.	

1995		Marion	 Edwards	 took	 over	 leadership	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	 from	 Ted	
Garnet.	Scout	Troop	to	Guernsey.	

1996		George	Purdy	appointed	Chief	Scout.	After	much	discussion,	 it	was	
decided	 that	 GSL	 Marion	 Edwards	 should	 be	 addressed	 as	
“Skipper”,	as	Captain	of	our	Ship.	 Jumble	sale	raised	£993	pounds.	
PIP	 noted	 that	 “we	were	 very	 short	 of	 parent	 help,	 and	 the	 total	
could	 have	 been	 higher”.	 A	 sponsored	 silence	 raised	 £170	 for	 St	
Mary’s	school	in	Montpelier,	Jamaica.	

1998		Akela	Gary	Whitehorn	dies,	aged	46.	

1999		Tim	 Young	 took	 over	 leadership	 of	 2nd	 Mortlake	 from	 Marion	
Edwards.	 Mike	 Thompson	 agreed	 to	 become	 Cub	 Leader.	 Church	
Parade,	 once	 a	 major	 feature	 of	 the	 Group,	 finishes.	 Camp	 at	
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Bentley	 Copse,	 Shere,	 Surrey.	 Leaders	 included	 Mike	 &	 Jill	
Thompson,	 Martin	 Thompson,	 Tim	 &	 Leonora	 Young	 and	 Emily	
Gray.	

2000		2nd	 Mortlake	 win	 Richmond	 and	 Barnes	 5-a-side	 football	
competition.	Group	successful	at	the	District	swimming	gala.	Camp	
again	at	Bentley	Copse.		

2001		22nd	 February	 (Founder’s	 Day),	 New	 uniforms	 designed	 by	 Meg	
Andrews	 launched.	 Group	 returned	 to	 Bentley	 Copse	 for	 camp.	
Thanks	to	the	leaders,	young	cubs	learnt	new	climbing	skills	on	the	
assault	 course	 and	overcame	 their	 fear	 of	 heights,	 completing	 the	
course	and	ringing	the	finishing	bell.	

2002		 Scout	age	range	now	from	ten	and	a	half	to	fourteen	years	old	and	
Explorer	Scouts	 from	14	 to	18.	Adults	working	 in	Scouting	need	 to	
be	checked	by	the	Criminal	Records	Bureau	(CRB).	Summer	camp	at	
Bentley	Copse.	

2003		New	 Scout	 Association	 emblem	 replaces	 one	 from	 1967.	 Summer	
camp	at	Chalfont	Heights.	Claire	Cozier	joins	as	an	assistant	leader.	

2004		Peter	Duncan	 becomes	 Chief	 Scout.	 2nd	Mortlake	 camp	 at	 Bentley	
Copse,	highlight	 is	Cubs	 introduced	to	“Scoobie”	bracelets	by	Mike	
Gray.	

2005	 Camp	at	Chalfont.	

2006	 2nd	 Mortlake	 summer	 camp	 at	 Chalfont.	 Leaders	 were	 Mike	
Thompson,	Tim	Young,	Mike	and	Emily	Gray	and	Claire	Cozier.	

2007		 Scouting	 celebrates	 its	 centenary.	 Among	 other	 celebrations,	 a	
special	 50p	 piece	 is	 minted.	 Girls	 are	 not	 allowed	 to	 be	 excluded	
from	any	of	the	Scout	Association’s	branches.	 	 Joint	Cubs	&	Scouts	
camp	 at	 Youlbury,	 Boars	 Hill,	 Oxford	 with	 Claire	 Cozier	 as	 Scout	
Leader	and	Mike	Thompson	as	Cub	Leader.	
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2008		Mortlake	Community	Association	start	and	maintain	garden	at	side	
of	Gym.	Camp	at	Youlbury,	including	special	guests	Mike	and	Emily	
Gray	and	their	new	son	Mikey	as	well	as	Sarah	Thompson	and	her	
son	Ryan.	

2009		Bear	 Grylls	 appointed	 Chief	 Scout.	 Tim	 Young	 left	 the	 group	 after	
steering	it	through	a	challenging	10	years.	The	District	handed	back	
the	Beaver	Colony	to	2nd	Mortlake	run	by	Jo	and	Michelle	Miles	and	
the	Group	had	3	 cubs	and	18	Beavers.	Keith	Wincott	 took	over	as	
Chairman	 and	 a	 new	 Executive	 Committee	 was	 put	 in	 place.	 Our	
90th	Birthday	party	was	celebrated	as	usual	and	a	family	afternoon	
with	 many	 old	 members	 took	 place	 in	 September	 to	 celebrate	
further.	

2010	 Mike	Gray	became	Akela	of	 the	Cub	Pack	 and	 there	were	now	25	
Cubs.	The	roof	was	showing	signs	of	leaking	and	short-term	repairs	
were	made.	 Fund	 raising	 and	 thoughts	 on	 how	 the	 roof	 could	 be	
replaced	started.	Negotiations	started	on	the	renewal	of	the	lease.	
Eddie	Scutt	was	presented	with	his	Thanks	badge	for	his	many	years	
as	Group	Treasurer.	Subs	increased	to	£50	a	term.	

2011	 Andrew	 Nesbitt	 became	 leader	 of	 the	 new	 Scout	 troop	 for	 12	
months	with	Mike	Thompson	as	Assistant	Scout	Leader.	

2012	 Two	new	gas	heaters	were	 installed	 in	 the	Gym	to	 replace	 the	old	
ones	that	had	failed	and	this	saved	concerns	of	having	to	move	out	
for	a	few	months.	Cubs	and	Scouts	camped	together	at	Youlbury	at	
a	cost	of	£170	for	the	week.	CRB	checks	were	replaced	by	Disclosure	
and	Barring	Service	checks	(DBS).	

2013	 The	 cost	 of	 the	 200	 Club	 increased	 to	 £10.40	 per	 year	 with	
increased	prizes	and	an	annual	profit	to	the	Group	of	£1,040.	Lease	
negotiations	continued	with	the	Church	and	a	new	local	school	was	
showing	interest	in	a	daytime	let.	Hugh	Choudhury	was	doing	great	
work	on	raising	grants	for	the	roof.	 	Fund	raising	events	included	a	
sponsored	walk,	pool	party,	bag	packing	at	Waitrose,	quiz	nights.	A	
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thermometer	 sign	 sponsored	 by	 Chestertons	 was	 put	 up	 on	 the	
Gym	to	measure	progress	on	fundraising.	Penny	Bell-Wright	took	up	
a	District	Vice	President	position	and	stood	down	as	GSL.	Emma	de	
Waal	stood	down	as	Treasurer	and	Julian	Brigstocke	was	appointed	
new	Treasurer.	

2014	 Cubs	 and	 Scouts	 again	 camped	 together,	 and	 Beavers	 had	 a	
sleepover	 at	 the	 Gym.	 A	 new	 kitchen,	 toilets	 and	 disabled	 toilets	
and	back	roof	were	completed.	The	boys’	toilet	could	now	be	used	
again	 and	 accessed	 from	 inside	 the	 building.	 Georgina	 had	 left	 as	
Beaver	Leader	to	work	abroad.	

2015	 Mike	Gray	and	Keith	Wincott	were	running	the	Beaver	Colony	with	
help	 from	 a	 new	 Young	 Leader	 -	 Hannah	 Wincott.	 As	 Beaver	
numbers	were	only	5,	it	was	decided	to	attend	Thomson	House	and	
East	 Sheen	 schools	 to	 generate	more	 interest.	 Allan	 Simpson	 had	
volunteered	to	become	Scout	Leader	and	organised	an	Easter	Camp	
at	 Walton	 Firs	 as	 well	 as	 taking	 part	 in	 the	 County	 Night	 Hike.	
Frances	 Tracey	 became	 the	 new	 Treasurer.	 Edward	 de	Waal	 took	
over	as	Chairman	from	Keith	Wincott	and	Keith	took	on	the	vacant	
Group	Scout	Leader	role.	A	Cubs	sponsored	silence	raised	£500	for	
the	Nepal	disaster	fund.	Numbers	had	quickly	risen	to	24	in	Beavers,	
25	 Cubs	 and	 20	 Scouts.	 A	 new	 7-year	 lease	 was	 signed	
simultaneously	 with	 a	 sub-lease	 to	 Thomson	 House.	 The	 school	
would	 use	 the	 Hall	 every	 day	 up	 to	 2.30pm.	 Further	 new	 leaders	
were	 appointed	 to	 each	 section.	 Online	 Scout	 Manager	 was	
introduced	 and	 subs	 started	 to	 be	 collected	 electronically.	 The	
Group	 formalised	 its	 Opportunities-for-All	 scheme	 to	 ensure	 that	
financial	restrictions	were	not	a	barrier	to	young	people	joining	the	
Group	 or	 its	 activities.	 The	 200	 Club	 was	 full	 again	 after	 several	
years	with	fewer	numbers.	

2016	 Subs	were	increased	to	£60	per	term.	A	Group	Fun	Day	was	held	at	
Walton	Firs	with	many	parents	 joining	 their	 sons	and	daughters	 in	
many	 Scouting	 activities.	 A	 new	 Group	 Development	 Plan	 was	
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agreed	 and	 included	 the	 need	 for	 a	 second	 Beaver	 Colony	 and	
Second	 Cub	 Pack	 because	 there	 were	 now	 waiting	 lists	 in	 each	
section.	 Scouts	 completed	 their	 Master	 At	 Arms	 badge	 at	
Twickenham	 Rifle	 Club.	 18	 Scouts	 attended	 Scout	 Camp.	 Allan	
Simpson	moved	 to	 Cumbria	 and	 the	 four	 ASLs	 continued	 running	
the	troop	before	Rob	Oddy	agreed	to	become	Scout	Leader.	A	new	
memorial	 cabinet	 was	 added	 in	 the	 Hall	 for	 Ted	 and	 Marjorie	
Garnett.	

2017	 Cubs	attended	the	Gilwell	Fun	Day,	Beavers	joined	the	District	New	
Year	 party	 and	 Scouts	 participated	 in	 the	 District	 cooking	
competition.	 Tenders	 were	 sort	 for	 the	 new	 roof,	 windows	 and	
outside	painting	and	railings	as	enough	funds	had	now	been	raised	
to	complete	 the	work	at	a	cost	of	£130,000.	Nick	Hubbard	 led	 the	
project	that	took	place	 in	the	summer	holidays.	 It	was	successfully	
completed	on	time	and	on	budget.	Thomson	House	School	took	up	
their	two-year	break	clause	and	so	lettings	income	reduced	but	was	
still	 boosted	 from	 children’s	 parties	 and	 other	 community	 use.	
Scout	and	Cub	Camps	were	well	attended	and	the	Beavers	enjoyed	
their	 sleepover	 in	 the	 hall.	 A	 new	Group	website	was	 constructed	
and	successfully	launched.	

2018	 An	Explorer	Scouts	Unit	was	opened	and	although	this	was	a	District	
provision	 they	 met	 at	 the	 2ME	 Hut.	 Five	 Scouts	 moved	 from	 the	
Troop	 and	were	 the	 founder	members.	 The	 unit	was	 named	 after	
the	 local	 explorer	 Richard	 Burton.	 They	 immediately	 made	 an	
impact	in	the	District	and	were	3rd	in	the	shooting	competition	and	
assisting	 in	 the	 community	at	 the	BCA	Duck	Race.	 They	 joined	 the	
Scouts	 on	 their	 Summer	 Camp	 at	 Buddens	 in	 Dorset.	 Eight	 leader	
training	Wood	Badges	were	presented	to	the	leadership	team.	Cub	
Summer	Camp	was	held	in	the	New	Forest.	Keith	Wincott	and	Peter	
Franks	were	awarded	their	Medals	of	Merit	at	the	St	George’s	Day	
Parade	in	Richmond.		



	 54	

2019	 As	the	Group	enters	its	centenary	year,	the	annual	census	shows	it	
has	 28	Beavers,	 37	Cubs,	 34	 Scouts	 and	11	Explorer	 Scouts.	 There	
are	23	 leaders	and	5	Young	Leaders	across	the	four	sections	and	a	
strong,	 supportive	 Executive	 Committee.	 The	 Group	 held	 a	 very	
successful	Centenary	Camp	at	Walton	Firs.	Beavers	enjoyed	another	
exciting	 Space	 themed	 Sleepover;	 Cubs	 summer	 camp	 will	 be	 at	
PACCAR	Scout	Camp	at	Chalfont	Heights	and	the	Scouts	with	some	
Explorers	will	 go	 to	 Botany	 Bay	 in	 Chepstow.	 Three	 young	 people	
have	 been	 selected	 for	 the	 County	 Expedition	 to	 Sweden	 in	 July	
2019.	
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2ND	MORTLAKE	MOTTO	

“Nulli	secundus”	–	“Second	to	none”	

	

2ND	MORTLAKE	SONG	

Boomalacka,	Boomalacka,	Bow	Wow	Wow	

Chickalacka,	Chickalacka,	Chow	Chow	Chow	

Boomalacka,	Chickalacka,	Who	are	we?	

We	are	the	boys/girls	of	the	2	ME	

Are	we	here?		I	should	smile?	

We’ve	been	here	for	a	jolly	long	while.	

M.	O.	R.	T.	L.	A.	K.	E.		[shout]	MORTLAKE!	

	

	

2ND	MORTLAKE	GROUP	SCOUT	LEADERS1	

Skipper	Marsh	 	 1919	-	1935	
Mr.	S.	Jackson	 	 1935	-	1938	
Raymond	Gill	 	 1938	-	1941	
Harold	Jarvis	“Jarvo”		 1941	-	1966	
Bill	Southgate	 	 1966	-	1973	
Ted	Garnett	 	 	 1973	-	1995	
Marion	Edwards	 	 1995	-	1997	
Tim	Young	 	 	 1998	-	2008	
Penny	Bell-Wright	 	 2010	-	2013	
Keith	Wincott	 	 2015	-………	

																																																													
1	Group	Scout	Masters	until	1967	
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MEMBERS	OF	THE	GROUP	2019	
	

Group	Scout	Leader:	 	 	 							Keith	Wincott	
	

Assistant	Beaver	Scout	Leaders:	 	 							Helen	Young	
Chris	Morris	
Fabio	Jordao	
Peter	Franks	
Jamie	Cooney	
Sanjay	Makan	
Hannah	Wincott	
Aysin	Varol	

	
Cub	Scout	Leader:	 	 	 							Mike	Gray	
Assistant	Cub	Scout	Leaders:		 	 							Tommy	Benham	

Paul	Walker	
Section	Assistants:		 	 	 							Will	Warner	

Sandy	Virk	
Michel	De	Jong	

	
Scout	Leader:	 	 	 	 							Rob	Oddy	
Assistant	Scout	Leaders:		 	 							David	Eden	

Richard	Washington	
Jenny	Day	
Dominique	Campbell	
Abi	Kingsnorth	

Section	Assistant:		 	 	 							Andre	de	Buck	
	
Assistant	Explorer	Scout	Leaders:		 							David	Eden	

							Ant	Chilton	
Andre	de	Buck	
Jon	Goss	
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BEAVERS	

Lakes	-	Green	
Flynn	Etherton	(LL)		

Jake	ONeile	
Freddie	Cox	

Charlotte	Morris	
Luke	Haarhoff	
Sam	Aldridge	

Charlie	Harrison	
	

Rivers	-	Orange	
George	Townley	(LL)	

Oliver	Cooper	
Daniel	Earl	

George	Baillie	
Zaara	Makan	
Wilbur	Lockie	

	

Ponds	-	Red	
Gabriel	Jordao	(LL)		
Jasper	Townley		
Hector	Zayouna		
Lewis	Buchanan	
Freddie	Mallard	
Lucas	Rudling	
Jack	Rafferty	

	
Streams	-	Purple	

Raffy	Lambrechts	(LL)	
Yagmur	Varol	
Oliver	Cooney	

Eli	Carter	
Spencer	Gray		
Leila	Mlaco		

Maisie	Hughes
	
	

CUBS	

Blue	Six	
Ted	Mossman	(6er)	

Aaron	Dutta	
Chae	Patel	
Zac	Mlaco	
Ben	Wiggins	
Fred	Lockie	

	
	
	

Green	Six	
Daragh	Brown	(6er)	

Ben	Tocker	
Oliver	Goodwin	
Sebastian	Ravn	
Toby	Farnsworth	

Zac	Carter	
	
	
	

Purple	Six	
Winnie	Lewis	(6er)	
Herkules	Leyland	

Luke	Taylor	
Thalia	Wadie	
Caleb	McRae	
Alice	Rafferty	
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Red	Six	
Beatriz	Fairbanks	(6er)	

Harry	Rowan	
Albert	Rixon	
Oliver	Travers	

George	Hubbard	
Fernando	Fairbanks	

	

Yellow	Six	
Esme	Bickley	(6er)	

Jessica	Rixon	
Thomas	Washington	

Rudy	Hughes	
Archie	Kenneth	Cooper	

Lucy	Gray	
Josh	Burke	

White	Six	
Casey	Farnsworth	(6er)	

Harvey	Hayes	
Adyant	Darbari	
Tom	McCarthy	
Luke	Aldridge	

Wilf	Pasley-Taylor

	

SCOUTS	

Bulldogs	
Justin	de	Buck	(PL)	

Dominic	Johnson	(APL)	
Henry	May	

Tyler	Wanjiru	
Noel	Yonas	
Joel	Bieber	

Chris	Graham	
	

Cobras	
Tommy	Baker	(PL)	

Fraser	Howarth	(APL)	
James	Dawson	

Thomas	Hubbard	
Flo	Walder	

Isabella	Mountcastle	
	
	

Stags	
Barney	Lewis	(PL)	

Jack	Mountcastle	(APL)	
	JJ	Chilton	

Samuel	Oddy	
Vittoria	Jordao	

Alf	Beresford-Peirse	
Eliza	Morris

Tigers	
Jodie	Woodall	(PL)	
Mikey	Gray	(APL)	
Matthew	Hendy	
Sienna	Burns	

Olivia	Washington	
Matthew	Wiggins	

	
	

Wolves	
Ben	Evans	(PL)	

Harry	Peirse	(APL)	
Robbie	Allan	
Sienna	Pepper	
Mariella	Burns	
Alexandra	Eden	
Joshua	Coles	

Joe	Oram-Adams
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EXPLORERS	

Rowan	Campbell	
Dewi	Chilton	

Shanice	Wanjiru	
George	Rixon	

Max	Choudhury	

Ericas	Daniels	
Matthew	Cotterill	

Luke	Eden	
Laura	Oddy	

	

Alex	Sinden	
Connie	Biggs	
Emily	Rixon	

Justin	de	Buck	

	
	
	

EXECUTIVE	COMMITTEE	
	

Edward	de	Waal	(Chairman)	
Frances	Tracey	(Treasurer)	
Julie	Haarhoff	(Secretary)	

Hugh	Choudhury	
David	Bieber	

Sarah	Mountcastle	
Nick	Hubbard	
Peter	Hughes	
Antony	Cooper

	
Note.	Section	Leaders	are	also	ex	officio	members	of	the	Executive	

Committee.	
	

	

	

	 	



	

	

	

	

	


